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SARATOGA - Residents
overwhelmingly approved
giving the Town Board
zoning authority during a
special meeting Monday
evening.

Attendees packed the
Town Hall, filling every
available chair, standing
against the walls and
crowding around the doors
to get in. People were lined
up outside the building

more than a half hour be
fore the meeting started to
register and get their
green ballots for the vote.

Some Saratoga res~

dents have expressed hope
that zoning will stop or
slow down the WysocKi
Family of Cos.' plans to
build a large-scale dairy in
the southeast portion of
the town. The proposed
dairy would include 4,000
milking and dry cows, 300
heifers and 1,000 calves,
for a total of 5,300 animals.

Plans also call for about
6,400 acres of crops, which
will require 47 high-capac
ity wells. An additional two
wells are planned for the
cows.

The Town Board need
ed authorization from the
electorate to continue with
its zoning project, saidTer
ry Rickaby, Saratoga town
chairman. While the board
works on a zoning ordi
nance, the town put an in
terim zoning ordinance in
place, preventing all new

construction within the
community that doesn't
conform to the existing
land use.

Town meetings are a
chance for residents to tell
their elected officials what
they want them to do, said
Connie Anderson, the
town's special legal coun
sel. In the 1950s, the elec
torate gave the town vil
lage powers. The meeting
Monday would decide
whether to give the board
the specific power to give

the town continued author
ity to enact zoning.

Anderson recommend
ed the town vote both oral
ly and by ballot, to ensure
the validity of the vote. Af
ter a motion and second to
grant the zoning authority,
Rickaby first called for
those in favor. Calls of
"yeah" filled the room.
When Rickaby asked for
those opposed, he was an
swered with absolute si
lence.

Since there was little

question as to the outcome
of the voice vote, Rickaby
declared the resolution ap
proved. The crowd
cheered. Residents were
asked to deposit the ballots
they had been given into
one of two ballot boxes on
their way out in order to
have a paper record.

Since the 1970s, the
town has sent the issue of
zoning to referendum at
least three times, and the
residents voted against it
each time.


