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.I Official: Water is a main •Issue
State is blessed with natural resources, Hassett says
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BY HAROLD GOODRIDGE
Journal staff

University of Wisconsin
Stevens Point College of
Natural Resources stu
dents got to hear about the
job market they will likely
face and env.ironmental
challenges that everyone
in the world will face in
the years to come.

P Scott Hassett, secre
tary of the' Wisconsin
Department of Natural
Resources, talked to about
60 students Wednesday in
the University Center.

Hassett told the students

that 45 percent of the
DNR's 2,600 staff will be of
retirement age next year.
That sounded like oppor
tunity to Kaying Yang, a
senior wildlife major, who
attended Hassett's visit to
the campus.

"That will giv:e many of
us UWSP graduates some
thing to -look forward to,"
Yang said.

Hassett cautioned the
students that those at
retirement age will not
necessarily retire in the

coming years.
Students also were inter,

ested in the secretary's
prediction of the global
environment in the future.

''As you look out on the
horizon, what are the chal
lenges you see that we will
be dealing with in the next
50 years?" a student asked
Hassett during a question
and-answer session.

"If I were to look that
far out, I'd be talking
about land use and water,"
Hassett responded. "We are

blessed in Wisconsin with
more natural resources,
water, streams, rivers and
shorelines than any other
state in the Union.

''All of our issues come
back to water," Hassett
said. "You're going to see
that worldwide. Before
this century is over, we're
going to be fighting over
water more than oil."

Hassett said the coun
try should look more to
nuclear energy for the
environment's sake.

"Even researchers who
would never say this 10
years ago are saying this
now," he said. "We need
to look seriously at safety
and storage issues, and
those are serious issues,
but it's cleaner and safer
for the environ'ment."

Hassett said on a global
front, Europe is far ahead
of the United States in
looking at alternative fuel
sources to save the envi
ronment.

"They are far ahead

because they understand
global warming is an issue,

.whereas in this country
we're trying to figure out
if it's happening," he said.

"We are looking at
some serious issues,'" said
Jason Wood, a senior for
estry major who attended
Hassett's address. "What
he said made a lot of
sense."

"Global warming is
true and that's the biggest
issue," Yang said.

Goodridge can be
reached at 345-2252 or .

hgoodridge@Cwnews.net.


