
Not every trout died, even those that lived
in the dry stretch. "I suspect a lot of them
got out of there" and moved upstream or
downstream before the water vanished, said
Tom Meronek of Wausau, a Department of
Natural esources (DNR) fish biologist.
The stream will rebound, he sid, "but if
this keeps happening it could be a prob
lem." And it may keep happening. Browne
predicted that serious drops in flow will
become more frequent if nothing is done.

The fact that the Little Plover dried out
(Se Water, page 28)

River Park along Hoover Road one day last
week weren't unanimous on which factor
was dominant. But one thing is certain 
trout died. Bryant Browne, a water
resources professor at the University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point (UW-SP), said 40
to 50 were counted. That apparently was a
minimum figure. Browne said h'mdreds of

.animal tracks were seen along the stream,
evidence that scavengers had feasted on
dead fish.

Other victims wer.e thousands of aquatic
invertebrates, key'links in the food chain.

Part of Little Plover River dries up
By GEORGE ROGERS

of The Gazette
As much as a mile ·of the Little Plover

River, once a prized brook trout stream, was
dry last week, upstream and downstream
from Eisenhower Avenue.

An obvious cause, but probably not the
only one, was lack of rain. Ground water
pumping was another likely factor. In the
Little Plover's recharge area, water is
pumped by irrigators and by the village of
Plover;
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because it historically loses some of its
water for natural reasons. Rain has fallen
since the long dry spell and the Little Plover
is running again, or at least trickling.

Ken Blomberg of the Wisconsin Rural
Water Association, who has worked with
Plover's water utility, said, "We've got to
be real careful before pointing fingers at the
village. The village has been a good stew
ard... Nobody has proven that the village of
Plover is the culprit."

"The village," said Browne, "may be a
strong contributor (to the problem), and it
may not. It may be agriculture, it may not."

No one had figures on how much water is
being pumped for crop irrigation, compared
with years past, and it's a lack of such data
that makes it hard to apportion blame. One
idea floated at the meeting was to have a
university graduate student compile the
available data, if funding can be found.
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wasn't a total surprise. George Kraft, direc
tor of the Watershed Center at UW-SP, pre
dicted some time ago that it would happen
during a serious dry spell when pumping
was heavy.

Browne, the water resources professor,
said he has studied the Little Plover ever
since he came here 13 years ago. There's
no record that it had ever dried up before,
he said, even during droughts. And no one
at the meeting in the Little Plover Park,
includjng people who had lived here for
many years, could remember it happening.

The "dry" section was in the middle of the
Little Plover, a stream that starts in the town
of Stockton at the terminal moraine, flows
west through the town and village of Plover,
and empties into the Wisconsin River. A
dam at Post Road fonns Springville Pond.

Browne said the middle section of the Lit
tle Plover is the most susceptible to drought


