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lover is growing and this has increased
it municipal water use. "This raises the
q~lestion of whether Plover ought to be
growing, if this is the consequence," said
8:11 Pielsticker of Lodi, chainnan of Wis
c nsin Trout Unlimited. Pielsticker said he

'as "amazed" that Plover hadn't imposed
I wn sprinkling restrictions in the midst

f the dry spell, and Bill Ebert of Golden
ands RC&D said the village should be
sked why people were allowed to water

lawns during a drought.
Dan Kohler of Plover IS an lzaak Wa1-

ton League member who has worked for
years with high school students on stream
improvement projects on the Little Plover.
"It turned my stomach" to see the stream
go dry, he said. Kohler said he'd watched
the Liitle Plover go downhill as a trout
stream since he moved here in 1976, and he
believes the low flow is having a harmful
effect on Springville Pond, too.

Although it's a small stream, only about
four miles from source to mouth, the Little
Plover is one of the state's most heavily

(See Water, page 30)

* * *

Jeremy Wyss inspects the stream bed of the Little Plover River. A
couple of days earlier it was dry, and at this point the flow was just a
trickle. (Portage County Gazette photo)
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In the 1960s, tfie U.S. Geological Survey trout living there." Now, he said, it's time
did extensive studies in the Little Plover to either write off the Little Plover as a trout
basin on the relationship between ground stream or else adopt a strategy designed. to
water pumping and stream flow. It con- satisfy water users and still meet the needs
cluded that the effects of the irrigation of the river. To save it now, there needs to
being done at that time were spread out be a handle on development and water use,
so far over time that they were having no Kraft said. The stream doesn't have to die
serious effects on the streamflow, as long as a fishing resource, he said, "if we get our
as wells weren't located close to the banks. ducks in a row."
At that time, the Plove'r municipal wells
didn't exist.

Irrigation has increased since then, and
two of Plover's three wells are within the
stream's ground water recharge area.

The state DNR did some studies on the
Little Plover at the same time the USGS
was working there. I remember the late
Lew Posekany, a DNR official, saying the
agency originally thought it was just anoth
er stream, but found that it was a very good
stream. The DNR has a financial invest
ment in the Little Plover - over the years it
bought a considerable amount of land along
its banks to protect it.

Locally, the Little Plover was long consid
ered a top-notch stream. It was accessible to
fishennen in the Stevens Point-Plover area,
even in the days when not everyone had
a car. Its banks were crowded on opening
day. I remember one old-time fishennan
telling me his father used to carry him to the
stream on his bicycle handlebars.

Few would call it top-notch today. But,


