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The future of the Little
Plover River depends
on the action of the two
groups that pump the
most water from the river:
The residents of the vil
lage of Plover and irriga
tors who use the water for
their crops.

The Little Plover was
saved from extinction last
summer after an especially
dry season. Water flow lev
els hit ani all-time low in
August and some streams
dried up completely. The
amount of water pumped
out of the river was simply
not being replaced.

Residents, scientists and
the Wisconsm Department
of Natural Resources are
taking steps to ensure the
river never runs dry again.

The three groups hope

to gather all the necessary
parties to the table for a
series of educational ses
sions next month.

The preliminary dis
cussions focus on moving
some of the high capac
ity wells that draw water
from the river away from
the Little Plover.

"The pumping demands
in Plover are only going
to go up in the next few
years," said George
Kraft, a professor of
water resources at the
University of Wisconsin
Stevens Point. ''We have to
ask ourselves if we want
to kill this river down to a
trickle or if we want to do
something about it."

If nothing is done to con
trol. the amount of water
being pumped from the
river, Kraft said, the water
levels will never rebound.

"The area where the

Little Plover is located has
one of the highest density
of high capacity wells in
Wisconsin," Kraft said.
"It is extremely improb
able that we would have
the water flow dip to this
level without some outside
influence. There was cer
tainly a big red flag when
we looked at the amount
of pumping that was tak
ing place."

The Little Plover flows
into the Wisconsin River
and is considered a pic
turesque setting to many
residents who live near it
or frequent the banks to
fish for brook trout.

The average water flow
hovered around 10 cubic
feet per second from 1959
to 1987. In 2003, the flow
slowed to 2.9 cubic feet
per second. The average
sank below 2 cubic feet
per second toward the end

of the summer.
"I stood helpless and

watched while the creek
went dry and I didn't know
where to 'go for help," said
Barbara Feltz, a lifelong
resident of Plover. "Now I
am more optimistic about
the future of the creek
because the right people
are involved in creating a
solution."

Feltz is part of the
Friends ofthe Little Plover
River, a group of citizens
working to ensure the
waterway's future.

The group contacted sec
retary Scott Hassett of the
Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources and
proposed a collaborative
watershed management
that would involve conser
vationists, farmers depen
dent on irrigation for their
livelihood and the viUag~

of Plover.

Hassett's response was
that the DNR was con
cerned about the river's
future. He instructed Todd
Ambs, the water division
administrator for the
department, to participate
in the discussions.

"The right people have
shown a real willingness
to do some work on a vol
untary basis. I am cau
tiously optimistic that we
can get -something done
there," Ambs said. "There
is also the opportunity to
look at the broader ques
tion of how do we balance
our desires to protect the
water resources and the
aquatic habitat there
while also having eco
nomic development in the
area."
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