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Little Plover River not
done as trout stream

PARTS OF THE Little Plover River
dried up in :W05 and again in 2006, but
don '[ write it all as a trout stream, says
George Kratt of' the University of Wiscon
sin-Stevens Point.

Though it'll take adjustments in ground
water pumping by irngators and the village
of' Plover, he believes thc stream can recov
er. The adjustments could be voluntary,
but if not. the state Dcpartment of Natural
Resources has hInted it might require them
under the public trust doctrine.

The Little Plover was once a respected
trout stream...It's a dandy little stream,"
Kraft said at a recent meeting of Trout
Unlimited's Frank Hamberg Chapter. '"A
Jot of' people caught their tirst trout there."
But ground water pumping, aggravated by
drought, dllninished its flow.

The U.S. Geological Survey did a lot of
research on the Lillie Plover and monitored
its flow from 1959 to 1987. In 2005 and
2006 the now never even reached the long
lc::rm average recorded during those years.

Kraft, the director of the Center for Water
shed Sci~nce and Education at the univer
sity, said there's research still to be done on
lhe stream, and in a few months it should
be possible to say how much of the Little
Plover's problem is due to drought and how
much to pumping.

This should allow the creation of a man
agement plan which, if followed, would
allow the stream to recover and stay healthy.
It might mean that some wells would have
to be moved away from the Little Plover,
but Kraft said no one would have to do
without water.

The Little Plover dry-up was a wake-up
call for people who may have believed
the local water supply was infinite. It has
implications for other streams in Wiscon
sin. They could be affected in the same way,
Kratt said, though hardly anyone seems to
be looking.

Even the Big Plover River is affected by
pumping, primarily by the city of Stevens
Ii

Point's municipal wells but also by irriga
tion wells in its watershed. The Big Plover
isn't being dewatered, but pumping could
be taking 5 to 10 percent of its flow, Kraft
believes.

Kraft said cooperation among water users
in the Little Plover watershed has been
mixed. Some irrigators have been very
helpful, he said. Del Monte, which has a
big vegetable processing plant in Plover,
was forthcoming, he said, and wanted to
know what its water usage was doing to
the stream.

Although it pumps a lot of water every
year, starting in July, it isn't close to the
stream and its impact on the Little Plover
isn't great, Kraft determined.

He said some irrigators are voluntarily
furnishing their 2006 pumping data. Start
ing next year it'll be mandatory. More work
needs to be done, Kraft said, on the effects
on the stream of the village of Plover's
wells.

Wisconsin once had no ground water law
worth mentioning. One was adopted a few
years ago but it could use some upgrading,
Kraft said. He has gained a reputation as a
prophet for accurately pinpointing the year
when the Little Plover would run dry. It
wasn't exactly a prediction, he said, but a
projection of what could happen based on
potential pumping rates.

It's sometimes argued that irrigation
doesn't affect the ground water because
the water that's sprayed on crops soaks
back into the soil. Actually, said Kraft, 70
to 90 percent is lost through evaporation or
because it's transpired by plants.

He's documented a lot of myths about the
Little Plover. One is that the stream didn't
even exist until a channel was dynamited.
Another is that the stream had no trout until
they escaped from a fish farm in the late
1950s. But old newspaper articles clearly
tell of people catching trout in the stream
long before that, even in the late 1800s.·
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