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Plover will use weevils to battle Eu-rasian watermilfoil

The milfoil weevil is being released in Springville Pond in the village
of Plover and lake Thomas in the town of Stockton to deal with the
Eurasian watermilfoil, an exotic pest plant. (Photo courtesy Robert L.
Johnson, Cornell University, www.forestryimages.org) .

Eurasian watermilfoil can take over a can help control it by burrowing into the
body of water, spoiling it for boating, plant's stem and weakening it:
swimming and fishing. On Springville, it If the weevils are already in Springville
has already done that. The weevil's larva Pond and Lake Thomas, why plant more?

The idea is to give the population a boost
and speed up the process, said Thorstenson.
It would help, she said, if Springville had
more native aquatic piants to Compete with I
the milfoil. Such plants can be introduced,
she said, but it's not cheap. I

Weevils were collected this spring from
I Springville and placed in an aquarium at

\

the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point.
There, they reproduced without being eaten
by predators, especially bluegills. The idea

\ is to plant some almost every day until late I

By GEORGE ROGERS
of the Gazette

They're releasing bugs in Plover's Spring
ville Pond. They're aquatic weevils, and the
intent is to bring an exotic pest plant, Eur
asian watermilfoil, under control. There's
no danger that the weevil will become

-another exotic pest because it's a native
insect, found naturally in the pond and in
other waters.

Lake Thomas in the town of Stockton,
another body of water with a Eurasian
watermilfoil problem, is also getting an
infusion 'of weevils.

Amy Thorstenson, executive director
of Golden Sands .Resource Conservation
and Development Council, says the·weevil
won't eradicate the mil foil, but if it works
the pest could be brought down to a level
where it's not a real nuisance. She's opti
mistic, but victory won't come overnight,
she warned. Some improvement could be
discernable by fall, she said, but the real
impact won't be seen until next year as the
weevil population grows.

The Portage COLmty Land Conservation
Department is sponsoring the project and
has provided in-kind assistance. Golden
Sands is implementing it, with financial
support from the state Department of Natu
ral. Resources (DNR), the village of Plover
and the town of Stockton. It was a local
decision, said Thorstenson, to go with the
weevil project rather than chemical treat

·menl.

August until about 5,000 have been added
to both Springville and Thomas. .

Weevils were stocked late last summer in
Lake Thomas and had s'ome impact, said
Thorstenson. The weevils hibernate on land
over the winter, and she said shoreline con
ditions are good for-this at both Springville
and Thomas.

. 1here are other ways to control milfoil.
One is to uproot it. Jim and Barb Gifford
live on the pond. Jim is chaitman of the
Springville Pond Water Quality Committee
and Barb has been using a rake to pull up
the plant in front of their land. She'd like
to get others doing it, too. Thorstenson said
this is a worthwHile effort, especially if it's
done in deeper water where the weevils
don't flourish.

Another control technique is chemicals.
This is always controversial and Barb Gif
ford doesn't like it. "I would prefer, for my
children and grandchildren, that we avoid
chemical treatment," she said.

Another downside of chemicals is that
they're not a- permanent answer. In other
parts of the state, said Thorstenson, whole
lake chemical treatment has been tried, but
the milfoil came back. Also, she said, if you
kill the milfoil it'll rot and take dissolved
oxygen out of the water, to the detriment
of fish and other aquatic life. Finally, said
Thorstenson~ it's unlikely the DNR would
have given permission for chemic"] treat-
ment. -

--springville Pond is an impoundment of
, the Little Plover River, a trout stream.

and Barb Gifford thi-nks the condition of
the stream has something to do with the
milfoil problem. Thorstenson agrees. Last
year, because of drought and ground water
pumping for agricultural and municipal
purPoses, the flow of the Little .Plover was
sharply reduced and parts of the stream
dried up.

With little cold water coming in from the
Little Plover and little water flowing out,
the pond stagnated, she said. .


