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Part of Little Plover River dries up again
Part of the Little Plover River has gone

dry again. It happened last summer and
it was blamed on drought, coupled with
pumping for irrigation and municipal pur
poses.

The Little Plover is a trout stream that
begins in the town of Stockton and joins the
Wisconsin River in the village of Plover.

George Kraft, professor of water resourc
es at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point (UW-SP), said the stream had been
flowingjat a low rate recently, and early 'this
week the flow quit.

The Little Plover was once a respected
trout stream but its reputation has dimin
ished, along with its flow. A good rain

would help reduce pumping, said Kraft,
but wouldn't do much for the ground water
that's the Little Plover's life blood. Ground
water is replenished by snow melt and
rains that fall before and after the growing
season.

Kraft said the hope is that the Little
Plover's predicament will result in better I

ground water management.
Ray Schmidt, Portage County water qual

ity specialist, said the drought in cen
tnil Wisconsin, compounded by pumping
ground water from wells, has resulted in
more record low flows and dry stretches of
the Little Plover River for the second year

(See River, page 31)

III a row.
Similar to many streams in Wisconsin,

this trout stream near the village of Plover
depends on ground water for most of its
flow, he said. On Friday, July 14, the flow'
was 2.3 cubic feet per second (cfs) as com
pared with an average flow of 10 cfs and the
lowest recorded flow (in the 1960s through
the 1980s) of 3.9 cfs. Continuous recording
was discontinued in the late 1980s, he said.

'A group, including farmers in the Little
Plover River basin, officials from Portage
County, the village of Plover, and Del
Monte, and staff from Portage County'and
state Department of Natural Resources and
environmental groups, and the Friends of
the Little Plover grassroots organization,
met in March and May of2006 to determine
if ground water should be managed in the

Little Plover basin to maintain adequate
flow for a healthy river, Schmidt said.

Some actions have already been taken. to
maintain ground water levels in the basin,
especially on the part of the village, which
switched more than 90 percent of its pump
ing to the municipal well south of Lake
Pacawa o.utside the Little Plover 'basin,
Schmidt said.

Based on long-term monitoring wells,
ground water throughout the area is at
its lowest levels since monthly recording
began in the 1950s, Schmidt said. Changes
in rainfall patterns throughout the year have
resulted in less precipitation in the summer
months, when more water is used, than was
common in previous decades.

It's obvious that the dry-up of the Little
Plover River in 2005 is not iust a one-time

event, he said, "Since we cannot control
precipitation, we need to make some sig
nificant changes in ground water withdraw
als from the Little Plover River basin if we
hope to keep this stream alive for future
generations."


