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No one disputes there
is a problem with the
Little Plover River. Two
out of the last three years,

- the river has run dry, an
unprecedented occur
rence as far as anyone can
remember.

The cause of the prob
lem is not in debate - the
volume of water that is
pumped out of the ground
by high-density wells takes
much blame. The biggest
culprits are potato and
vegetable farms, the villag
es of Plover and Whiting,
and nearby businesses',
conservationists say.

After countless studies
to determine the extent
of the problem, it's time
for the next step, said
Steve Bradley, Portage
County conservation
ist. The Friends of the
Little Plover, an environ
mental group dedicated
to preserving a healthy
water flow, are working
to develop a watershed

management plan for the
river.

"We will never know
for sure if the excessive
pumping caused the river
to dry out or if it was just
one ofthe factors," Bradley
said. "But it's clear the
pumping- certainly has
had an impact."

The next step is to iden
tify what can be done to
reverse the trend and to
layout a plan of action.

So far, stakeholders from
Plover and Whiting as
well as Del Monte Foods
in Plover, Trout Unlimited,
Stora Enso, Neenah Paper
and local farmers have
agreed to participate.

The lazy, winding river
empties into Springville
Pond in the village of
Plover and is a popular
spot for trout fishing.

The big question is how
much water flow everyone
involved with the river
wants to see, said George
Kraft, director of the
groundwater center at the
University of Wisconsin
Stevens Point.
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Water flows in the Little Plover River on Wednesday as the
Friends of the Little Plover River looks into a watershed plan to
keep it from going dry.

"We need to decide what the potential for a lawsuit
we are going to do in the against the (well) pump
future to save the stream," ers," Kraft said.
he said. "There is a contin- Recently, Del Monte
gent that' thinks we ought Foods agreed to allow
to have a healthy river, _ water from its cooling
but on the other hand, ponds to be pumped to the
there are economic fac- headwaters of the river in
tors." an effort to offset the loss

Several local farm- of water.
ers rely on the water for'· The state Department of

.their crops. Cutting back Natural Resources could
on pumping and findi,ng be called in to help with
alternative water sources the management plan,
could be costly to their District 14 Supervisor Jim
operations. Gifford said.

"If we can't sort this
out at the local level, per
haps the state will take
action, or perhaps there is
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