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In the two years since
Kenosha resident Brian Wolf
bought a house on Long Lake
in Waushara County, he has
watched the value ofthe three
acres on two lots that f(ont
the seepage lake decrease by

. $62,000.
The good news is his prop

erty taxes are going down.
The bad news is they've gone
down because his land is no
longer considered lake-front
property because the lake has
dried up.

'Td like. the (Department of
Natural Resources) to step to
the plate so we can all' utilize
our natural resources equi-

tably," Wolf said, describing
the 14 high-capacity wells
within a 1~-mile radius of the
lake. ''We're suffering at the
expense ofother people."

Wolfspoke duringThursday
evenings forum on the envi
ronmental and. economic
importance of the central
Wisconsin watershed. The
forum was moderated by Glen
~Qburg and broadcast live
on Wisconsin Public Radio's
Route 51 from the Founders
Room of Old ~ain at the
University of Ylisconsin
Stevens Point.
. ~uch of the discussion was
about the Plover River and
how its water level has been
affected by drought, agricul
tuI:al pumps, municipal wells

"and normal fluctuations in the
water table.

Panelist l\1ike Carter, execu
tive director of the Wisconsin
Potato and Vegetable Growers
Association, described how
important the water is to irri
gation on potato farms in cen
tral Wisconsin, which make
up 80 percent of the organi
zation's 144 member farms
statewide.

'The area wasn't as econom
ically viable until we brought
irrigation here," Carter said,
describing the region as the
No.1 potato-growing area of
the state. Wisconsin is ranked
third nationally for potato pro
duction.

He said agrit:ultural usage
accounts for pumping. water

only three mo~ths of the year,
and WPVG research has
taught farmers the optimum
amount of water to use on
crops.

''The Little Plover River is
missing 40 to 60 percent ofthe
flow over the last year due to
pumping," said George Kraft,
professor ofwater resources at
UWSP' ''We have a major legal
and political question here."

The depletion of the little
Plover River and other bod
ies ofwater can have an effect
on a variety of wildlife, from
ducks to microscopic inverte
brates, in the water.

''When a stream dries up,
not only do the fish have to go
somewhere else, you lose all
the organisms in the stream

that provide a food cha:ll for
the animals;" said panelist
George ~eyer, executive direc
tor of the Wisconsin Wildlife
Federation and former secre
tary of the' DNR. ''You lose a
lot of the living capacity after
(the stream) goes dry."

Village of Plover adminis
trator Dan ~ahoney said
high nitrate levels in private
wells in the 1980s drove the
development of a municipal
water system.

Through research from
Kraft and others, the vil
lage is learning how to best
regulate its pumping of the
Little Plover River, which was
defined as a problem for the
river, while meeting the water
needs ofvillage residents.


