
said good habitat for yellow bullheads was
accidentally created in the Plover River
when the banks were rip-rapped in Iverson
Park. The fish, he said, "frequented the cavi
ties between the stone slabs."

Other than being edible, do bullheads have
any virtues? Well, they help certain mol
lusk species to survive by serving as hosts
in their larval stage. And, unlike many fish
species, they're nice to their children, pro-
tecting them when they're young. .

* * *
HIS BOOK, "The Great Lakes Water

Wars," Peter Annin writes that people
should think about water before deciding
where to live, rather than assuming that
someone will bring the water to them.
That's because many parts of the world,
including the United States, are experienc
ing increasing water shortages.

But that doesn't apply to a wet state like
Florida, does it? It sure does, according to
Carl Hiassen, a columnist for the Miami
Herald.

Florida recently experienced a drought,
resulting in forest fires, shrinking drinking
water supplies and drying lakes. Rain has
returned, ending the water shortage, right?
Hiassen doesn't think so. A lot of rain fell
during the 2004 and 2005 hurricane sea
sons, but where did it go? he asks.

The real problem, as he sees it, is that
Florida wasn't made to hold 18 million
people, and the population is increasing at
the rate of about 1,000 a day. "There are
too many people using too much water,"
he writes.

Water managers in Florida warn that
unless consumpHon is drastically reduced,
the faucets will start running dry. In coastal
communities, salt water intrusion will start
affecting the ground water:

Hiassen isn't opfutlistic that restrictions on
water usage will solve the problem. "They
might cut back on sprinkling their gerani
ums, but they won't stop taking showers or
washing their laundry."

So what's the solution? A building morato
rium would help in counties where the water
problem is acute, Hiassen writes. But, he
says, "This is way too simple and sensible.
Moratoriums can't bC enacted unless local
leaders are willing to stand up to developers,
a rare occurrence indeed" The current phi
losophy, he says, is keep Florida growing,
no matter what.

Then what is the answer? Nature will step
in, he writes. "Try selling a new home or a
condo when briny crud is dripping from the
spigots." Which means the problem down
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there is quality as well as quantity.
Barb Kranig gave me another Hiassen

column in which he wrote that Florida's
Department of Environmental Protection
was toying with a plan to ease restrictions
on polluterS. Florida's aquatic health stan
dards have been higher for oysters than for
humans, he wrote, and "it's incredible that
the state wants to make life easier for the
polluters."

We in water-rich Wisconsin had better not
snicker. You're aware that the Little Plover
River, once a fine little trout stream, par
tially dried up last year and the year before,
and may do so again this year or next if rain
isn't abundant.

You can attribute that partly to drought,
but mainly it's because of the same ailment
aftlicting Florida - growth. That has meant
more high capacity wells and more ground
water pumping from an aquifer that doesn't
have enough capacity to meet the demand.

Leaders here haven't shown any more
appetite than those in Florida for control
ling growth. Ifthat doesn't change, the least
we can do is protect the watershed.

When Mike Dombeck of Stevens Point
was chief of the u.S. Forest Service, he
used to call the agency the world's big
gest water department. He meant that for
ested land was protecting the watershed and
keeping the water clean.

''F9rests and natural lands are critical to
the quantity and quality of water supplies,"
according to OpFlow, a publication of the
American Water Works Association.

Stevens Point has an excellent source of
water in the Plover River basin, but even
there the supply isn't unlimited. Pumping
hasn't dried up the Plover the way it has
the Little Plover, but it has had a detectable
effect on the stream, according to George
Kraft, the water specialist at the University
ofWisconsin-Stevens Point.

If, as some say, water is the oil ofthe 21 st
century, we'd be well advised to protect the
watershed strenuously.


