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Efforts succeed to keep Little Plover River flowing
By PATRICK THORNfON

JOURNAL STAff

The summer of 2007
might be viewed ·with cau
tious optimism by those
dedicated to restoring
water flow levels to the
Little Plover River.

Despite another year
of droughtlike conditions
for most of the season,
the river did not run dry.
However, that doesn't
mean the river has turned
a corner.

The village of Plover and
other groups tried several
strategies this summer to
restore water levels in the
river with varying levels of
success.

Plover worked out an
arrangement with a farm
er to use his wells to offset
the amount of groundwater

that was pumped out of the
area for irrigation.

Throughout much of July
and August, those pumps
were needed when water
levels got critically low,
said Village Administrator
Dan Mahoney.

"Using those wells was
a stop-gap solution that is
only going to be temporary,"
Mahoney said. "Hopefully,
as the drought goes away,
we will see better flow
levels. But we don't know
about next year yet. Rain
is the No.1 factor.

The village is also work
ing to apply for a grant
that would allow it to pur
chase about 70 acres of
farmland near the river
and convert it back to wet
land. The Ie s water that is
pumped out of the ground,
the better, Mahoney said.

The village has plans
to purchase more unused
agriculture land and
restore it with natural
vegetation.

Joan Scheider, a member
of the citizen's groundwater
advisory committee, said the
steps that have been taken
to restore the Little Plover
River are encouraging.

"There are more things
to be tried, too," she said.
"One of the problems we
have is that we are a citi
zen committee, and people
feel that, 'If it's not at my
doorstep, then it's not a
problem.'"

The village also diverted
much of its water usage
from wells near the Little
Plover River, to a third
well about a mile away on
Pleasant Drive near the
intersection of Interstate

39 and Highway 54. The
village has had discussions
about closing down some
wells and digging new
ones.

Mahoney estimated only
about 10 percent of the vil
lage's water came from the
wells within a quarter of a
mile of the river this sum
mer. Malioney said the vil
lage will continue to moni
tor the effect this move has
on the river.

"Supposedly, the village
has a significant impact on
the flows; we want to see
if that is true," he said. "So
far, we haven't seen any
thing that indicates we are
having the impact that's
being portrayed."

Thornton can be reached
at 345-2257 or at

pthornton®cwnews. net.


