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Little Plover - The Case of the
Disappearing River

T
he Little Plover River is 6 miles long,
flowing west from its headwaters through
the village of Plover to its mouth at the

Wisconsin River. It is a groundwater-fed stream,
with almost 90% of its flow bubbling up from
groundwater to wetlands and springs along the
river corridor. The cool groundwater keeps
stream temperatures low, supporting naturally
reproducing brook trout.

Flows in the Little Plover have been regularly
decreasing due to extensive water use within the
basin for agricultural irrigation and domestic
water use by the village of Plover. In 2005, the
unthinkable occurred - the river stopped flowing
altogether. In the summer of 2006 it happened

again.

The DNR, the village of Plover, irrigators in
the basin, trout fisherman and concerned prop
erty owners have formed a stakeholders group to
work toward bringing the river back to normal
flows. Staff from the University of Wisconsin-
t ven Poi Co ege of at

de eloping data about the effects of ground flW'
·tll'drawals on the Little Plover to h~lp d~ter

mine how pumping by all the users could be
tempered to reduce impacts.

As a first step to try to prevent the river from
drying up yet again this summer, the Village
has modified its municipal pumping to reduce
withdrawals from those wells that research has
shown have the greatest impact on the river.
There's still a long way to go to ensure the Little
Plover flows free forever, but local recognition
that everyone is contributing to the problem is a
good start. .

The Little Plover River dried up the past two years, and is so low this year that groundwater may be pumped into it
to sustain flows. River Alliance photo.


