
Friends group will give fourth-graders lesson on Little Plover River
The Friends of the Little Plover River will

host 140 fourth-grade students from the
nearby Roosevelt and PloverlWhiting Ele
mentary Schools in Plover to raise aware
ness of the importance of protecting w~ter

resources.
Students will walk to the Little Plover

River Park for their schools on Friday, May
2, and bring a "brown bag" lunch before the
afternoon's hands-on activities. The event
will run from II :30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.

While at the park, students will partici
pate in activities that have water conserva
tion, educational and recreational themes,
including fly-tying and fishing, trout and
macro invertebrate viewing, water-cycle
simulations and water-conservation tech
niques.

The Little Plover River is a Class 1 cold

water trout stream and a Wisconsin state
"Outstanding Resource Water."

The river was used by generations of
Native Americans, some of whom left
campsites and effigy mounds along its
banks, and by generations of local resi
dents, fishermen, hunters and those for
whom the river provides inspiration and a
refuge from daily life.

In the summers of2005 and 2006, stretch
es of the Little Plover River dried up. This
would have happened again in 2007 if
flow had not been augmented by pumping
ground water into the stream, which was a
temporary measure to save the trout.

The pumping may need to occur again
until a stable flow is established through
mutual cooperation of ground water users.
The pumping, however, must be a tempo-

rary measure since the water being pumped
into the river comes from the ground water
that supports the river so there is no net gain
to the flow.

The flow had been averaging 10 cubic feet
per second (cfs), but that amount dwindled
in 2007 to less than two cfs. Though drought
is a factor in low flows, scientists have esti
mated that ground water pumping is respon-

Portage County Gazette

April 25, 2008

sible for taking four cfs of river flow.
The Friends of the Little Plover River is

concerned about the degradation of such
a resource. By providing educational pro
grams, raising public awareness and work
ing with the community and governments,
the Friends of the Little Plover River's goal
is to protect the valuable resource and the
ground water that gives it life.


