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The LiUle Plover River has a steady flow of water moving under the Hoover Avenue bridge.

Little Plover River sees
improvement in flow levels
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During two of the last
three years, the Little
Plover River ran dry. So
far this summer, flow lev
els have improved, and
there is reason to be cau
tiou ly optimistic for the
continued health of the
waterway.

In conjunction with
the state Department of
Natural Re ources, sev
eral groups have been
working to identifY ways
to minimize grollildwater
use near the river and
strategies to restore water.
So far, flow levels are bet
ter than last summer, said
George Kraft, a professor
of water re ources at the
University of Wi consin
Stevens Point.

"The stream i not in
danger of going dry, but
it has very low flow lev
els in comparison to other

streams," he said. "We
haven't fixed the prob
lems out there, but we ar
getting a more favorable
outcome."

Balancing environ
mental concerns with the
economic and agricul
tural impact is the key
to preserving the river.
Several farms near the
river pump groundwater
to irrigate their crops. The
village of ·Plover ha two
municipal w lIs about a
half-mile from the river.
As water usage has gone
up, flow level on the river
have decreased.

Recently, farmers agreed
to stagger tl1e times they
plant crops that need more
watel~ to minimize pump
ing. Plover also diverted
water pumping for village
re idents to a third well
farther away from the
river. Plover and Whiting
received a $10,000 grant
to explore finding a site

for a collector well that
could be used as a munici
pal water soW'ce and not
impact the river water lev
els. There has been more
rain this summer, which
al 0 has helped, said Dan
Baumann, DNR' regional
water leader.

''Last year, we had to
augment the flow of the
river, and we haven't had
to this year," Baumann
aid. "It's hard to quan

tifY if it's the rain or the
actions we've taken, but
it's safe to say they are
both having a positive
effect (on the river)."

Except for a brief period
at the end of June and
beginning of July, flow
levels remained constant,
Baumann said. Growers,
such as Del Monte Inc.,
conservationists, con
cerned citizens and munic
ipal leaders are working
together on the project.
This month, the DNR will

set a threshold for accept
able river water flow lev
els near County Trm1k R
at 4 feet per cubic second.
The state could curtail
pumping near the river if
flow levels fall below the
mark, said Ray Schmidt,
Portage County's ground
water pecialist.

The Little Plover River
flows into the Wisconsin
River. In 2003, flow lev
els fell to below 3 feet per
cubic second, down from
an average of 10 feet in
the 1980s.

While the river may
never be like it once was,
it can be maintained and
be bealthy, Kraft said, but
that will take work and
time. _

"This has been a tough
nut to crack, and it's a slow ""
process, but the DNR feels
we are still moving for
ward," Kraft said. 'There's
not one solution out there
that is pain-free."


