
Beetles help fight invasive milfoil

before there is noticeable
signs of improvement,
Thorstenson said.

"Right now, the milfoil
is completely dominating
and spreading rapidly,"
she said. "That's not a
good habitat structure. No
other species are mixed in.
We are hoping to reduce
the plant's reproductive
capabilities. The hope is
after time (the milfoil) will
be a lot less noticeable."

milfoil and what is the
best way to rear weevils
before introducing them
into water. At some point,
she wants to develop a
strategy that people could
use on their own lakes.

Even if the experi
ment is effective, it will
never wipe out the mil
foil. At best, it will allow
for the other vegetation
in the lake to compete
and it could take years
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The invasive Eurasian Watermilfoil plant is growing rapidly in the water of lake Joanis at Schmeeckle Reserve on the
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point campus.

ue the projoct last year. cally friendly."
'The lake is the gem of Amy Thorstenson is a

the reserve," Zimmerman graduate student at the
said. "Hopefully, this will University of Wisconsin
cause the milfoil popu- Stevens Point. She is
lation to crash. We are facilitating the weevil
concerned; if thi~ doesn't project at Schmeeckle
work, we may have to with the help of an aca
look at other methods. demic adviser. She said
Typically they chemically the study will hopefully
poison the lake or harvest answer a lot of questions,
the milfoil off'mechanical- such as what lakes are
ly. There is a desire to find best for weevils to be
something more biologi- effective in fighting the
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A classic predator-prey
scenario was introduced
at Lake Joanis, and offi
cials at the Schmeeckle
Reserve are hoping a tiny
bug can beat the sp~d of
a pesky weed.

Eurasian Watermilfoil,
an invasive species that
chokes other vegetation in
a body of water, was spot
ted in the lake about five
years ago. The weed is
getting worse every year
and has almost encir
cled the lake, said Ron
Zimmerman, the reserve's
director.

This month, about
10,000 tiny beetles
called weevils were put
in the lake in an effort
to destroy the weed. The
aquatic insects will hope
fully lay eggs in the tips
of the plant and the lar
vae will burrow into the
roots, destroying the
weeds' vascular system.
As a result, the milfoil
will drop lower in the
water, farther away from
the sunlight. With no
light, the plant can't go
through photosynthesis
and reproduce.

Funding for the project
came from a state grant.
A similar study was tried
at the Springville Pond in
Plover. The village ulti
mately opted to discontin-


