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Central Wis. uses less water

BY CAM SPOTO
CENTRAL WISCONSIN SUNDAY

Central Wisconsin resi
dents are using less water
than they did four years
ago, according to a report
recently released by the
Wisconsin Public Service
Commission.

Data gathered from 584
public water utilities in
the state revealed the typi
cal customer in Wisconsin
used 56,000 gallons of
water in 2008, compared
with 60,000 in 2004, a drop
of6.7 percent.

PSC Chairman Eric
Callisto said the trend is
evidence that water conser
vation and efficiency con
tinue to gain momentum in
the state.

In several central
Wisconsin communities,
residential water usage
was even less in 2008.

Residential water use
data from 2007 revealed
that residents in Stevens
Point, Marshfield, Plover,
Wausau and Wisconsin
Rapids used less water in
2008 than they did the year
before. It also shows that,

in all but one of the munici
palities, residents used less
water in 2008 than the typ
ical state resident.

In the village of Plover,
the average resident used
54,927 gallons of water in
2008, compared with 58,050
in 2007. In Marshfield,
the average resident used
39,799, compared with
40,913 the year before. In
Wausau, the average use
was 47,961, a drop of more
than 2,000 gallons per
customer. The typical resi
dent in Wisconsin Rapids
used 44,798 gallons com-

pared with 46,852 the year
before. In Stevens Point,
the average resident used
4,558 less gallons of water
in 2008 than in 2007, but
the residential water usage
for the year, 62,256 gallons
per customer, still was well
above the state average.

Jem Brown, general
manager of the Wisconsin
Rapids Waterworks and
Lighting Commission,
chalks up most of the drop
in his community's resi
dential water usage to the
weather. Mild tempera
tures during the last two

years could mean residents
are drinking less water and
watering their lawns less,
he said.

Brown did say that any
drop in usage helps the
utility maintain a good
water supply, especially
during dry spells.

"It's been so dry that our
wells are dropping. If we
have to pump less, it gives
the wells time to recharge,"
he said.

Plover Village
Administra tor Dan
Mahoney said he wasn't
aware that the drop in

water usage by individual
residents had been so sig
nificant last year, but said
water conversation is a goal
ofthe village. Mahoney said
the village has included tips
in its newsletter about how
residents can reduce their
water usage. He said he
has also heard that more
residents are installing
water conserving toilets.

"I think what this shows
is that people are doing
more to try to conserve
water," he said. 'The village
is very supportive of water
conservation."


