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Higher charge may be fitting for large water users
In Waukesha they've come up with an idea

other communities might borrow. The city is
planning to penalize residential customers who
use too much water. If you have a big lawn and
you want to keep it gree~ in dry weather, they'll
soak your pocketbook. . '

Waukesha gets water from deep wells",and 'it's
laced with cancer-cau~ing radium. The city is
looking at Lake Michigan for a new supply, but
it'~ just outside the lake's watershed. To comply
with the recently approved Great Lakes Compact,
Waukesha needs to have effective water-conser
vation measures in place before it can tap into the
lake. The new rate structure would do that.

Under a plan being studied by the state Public
Service Commission, the rate would change when
a Waukesha residential customer's water usage

reached 15,000 gallons per quarter. Those 'using
less than 15,000 gallons would be rewarded with
a lower rate. And those using more than 15,000
pIons would~ socked with a higher rate.

Currently,'Waukesha residential customer usage
averages 22,000 gallons per quarter, so a lot '.of
peOple would have an incentive to.cut down on
their lawn sprinkling and other water consump-
tion. ~',

The 'problem in our area of the state isn't
radium, it's the iritpact of heavy water usage on
streams. Part of the Little Plover River dried up
in the~ummersof2006 and 2007, and almost did
in 2008. And will in 2009 and on into the future
if we have dry summers. The cause is drought
and ground water pumping from irrigation wells,
plus pumping by the village of Plover from its

municipal wells. Ifthe type ofrate structure being
proposed at Waukesha were used in Plover, you
might have browner lawns in the village but part
of the Little Plover's problem could be solved.

It's not just a Plover problem. I have a dim rec
ollection that some time in the past a consultant
hired by the Stevens Point Water and Sewage
Commission said that if the city's well field was
developed to the maximum and pumped hard
during a prolonged dry spell, part of the Big Plo
ver River could dry up.

How would you like it if the river ran dry
through Iverson Park? That might happen some
day if the demand increases.

It comes down to a question: Which do we
value most, green lawns or healthy streams?

- George Rogers


