
Public Rights Flow established for Little Plover River
When a section of the Little Plover,River

in Plover dried up in 2005, pictures of the
dry stream bed where there once was a
Class 1 trout stream ran in newspapers
across the state.

Heavy demand for ground water in the
area, during a time of drought, had dimin
ished the ability of this central sands aqui
fer to recharge the Portage County stream
and keep it flowing.
'Now a broad coalition of farmers, educa

tors, municipal officials, business leaders
and conservationists, working in partner
ship with the state Department of Natural
Resources (DNR), has developed a "public
rights flow" (PRF) for the Little Plover,
located in the village of Plover and in the
towns of Stockton and Plover.

The PRF establishes the flow level below
which the public's interest in the 'stream
is being harmed. The public's interest
includes values related to fishing, naviga
tion, scenic beauty, habitat prote~tion and
water quality.

The Little Plover work group was
formed in 2006 to fmd ways to restore l\
healthy flow in the stream and prevent
reoccurring episodes of stream dry-up.
Work group members include representa
tives from local municipalities, indus
try, vegetable growers, the University of

Wisconsin-Stevens Point and conservation
groups represented by Trout Unlimited,
the River Alliance and the FrieIids of the
Little Plover.

Actions taken include increased water
recycling and reuse by municipalities and
industry, increasing public awareness and
voluntary reduction of municipal ground
water pumping at wells located closest to
the stream.

To date these actions have not be suffi
cient to keep the Little Plover from drying
up during certain times of the year.

Establishing a PRF, a feature of the
stat..l'S surface water protection laws, is the
next step in this process.

"It's the minimum healthy flow we would
like to see maintained in this stream," said
Dan Baumann, water programs manager
for the DNR's west central region. ,"By
setting this limit we are establishing a
benchmark to judge the stream's condition
and measure our progress. Our goa,l is to
develop solutions all of us can live with."

Flows will be measured by stream gaug
es that detect how many cubic feet of
water pass a given location in a second.
The gauges will be monitored by UW-SP,
the village of Plover and the DNR.

Copies of the Public Rights Flow Order
will be available at the next 'ttle Pin pr

River Workgroup meeting that will be
held at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 8, in
Conference Room 5 at the Portage'County
Annex Building.

A copy of the order can also 'be found
after Monday, March 30, at the Web site
www.dnr.state.wLus by searching for
"Little Plover River Public Rights Flow
Order" or by contacting Dan Baumann at
(715) 839-3722 or bye-mail at dan.bau
mann@wisconsin.gov.
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