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ANCIENT OUTDOOR mSTORY:
With the ground still frozen in spots, angle

worms are reported scarce for the opening of
the trout season next week. (Stevens Point
Journal, April 28,1934)

Lake and the Tomorrow River in the town
of Sharon.

• - A 60-acre easement in the Poncho
Creek area in New Hope.

Other acquisitions are pending in the vil
lages of Whiting and Junction City and the
towns of Sharon, Grant, Pine Grove and
NewHope.

Portage County has many other natural
areas that deserve protection. A few years
ago, in cooperation with Robert Freckmann,
retired UW-SP botanist, the Land Preserva
tion Fund put together a list of 15 prospects,
ranging from an unspoiled little lake in the
town of Alban, to a Wisconsin River island
that has a rich woods and a heron rookery,
to a patch of near-old-growth pine with an
eagle's nest along the Plover River in Sha
ron.

Acquisition, however, depends on the will
ingness of the owners to sell. The fund isn't
in the business of condemning land.

* * *

Some dedicated environment lists in
the church insisted that it not be sold to a
developer, so the University Foundation
bought it. Part of the purchase money
came from the Land Preservation Fund.

The Land Preservation Fund has contrib
uted to conservation easements obtained
by the North Central Conservancy Trust.
The landowners continue to hold title to
the property but can't develop it. They
include:

• - A 70-acre easement on Severson
Lake in the town of New Hope.

• - A 42-acre conservation easement on
Lake Jacqueline in tlie town of Sharon.
The significant thing about it is a pristine
bog with many rare plants. The Commu
nity Foundation of Portage County has
something called the Land Legacy Fund
that has goals similar to the county's Land
Preservation Fund, and it also participated
in the Lake Jacqueline project.

• - A 98-acre easement on the Lower
Tomorrow River in the town ofLanark.

• - A 62-acre easement in the Poncho
Creek area in the town ofNew Hope.

• - A 142-acre easement along Pallen

await other streams if we continue to take
more water out of the ground than nature

. puts back in.
So the Plover and the Little Plover are a

couple of treasures that need protecting,
and you wouldn't have to think hard to
come up with more.

A few years ago the county Land Pres
ervation Fund was established. It was an
outgrowth of the county's open space plan -
which Dan Trainer, as usual, had a lot to
do with. Linda Stoll directed the planning.
The fund was a progressive move, and
the County Board and its Finance Com
mittee, former county Finance Director
Bo DeDeker, the county's Park Commis
sion and Gary Speckmann, county parks
director, deserve credit for establishing it,
along with citizen volunteers like Kathy
Powell. The money comes from unex
pended departmental appropriations, not
new tax money. It's not huge, but it has
been coupled with the state Stewardship
Fund to protect important resources.

The first allocation from the fund helped
buy 84 acres in the town of Linwood,
southwest of Stevens Point, from Stora
Enso, th.e paper company. It's under the
jurisdiction of the county's Park Commis
sion but it isn't a park - it's open space.
You won't see picnic tables, swings and
slides there. The extent of development
may be a hiking trail.

Another acquisition was "The Pipe,"
two acres in the town of Hull at the end of
Granite Ridge Road. It gives access to the
Wisconsin River sloughs above Stevens
Point, used for generations by hunters and
fishers. The owner was talking of clos
ing it off, so the Land Preservation Fund
bought it and turned it over to the town,
which is continuing to keep it open to the
public.

Then came the 45-acre Minister Lake
acquisition. Minister Lake is a small lake
in the town of New Hope, near Sunset
Lake. It's shallow and it winterkills, so it
has few if any fish. But it's undeveloped
and is a good study area.

The North New Hope Lutheran Church
used to own most of the lake's shoreline.
The church allowed OW-SP and its nearby
Central Wisconsin Environmental Station
to use it for educational purposes, but the
congregation had remodeling plans and
needed money, so it decided to sell.

PORTAGE COUNTY has a fund whose
purpose is protecting open space. Why do
we need it? Because our open space has
shrunk and could shrink some more. In
1960 the county's population was a shade
under 37,000. Today it's almost 70,000,
so it has nearly doubled in about a half
century, a trend that may continue. Do
you need any more reasons for protecting
what we have?

As a society we're in love with growth,
forgetting its downside, and it's surpris
ing that we haven't done more damage to
our local environment than we have. We
still have quite a bit ofundeveloped space
and good wildlife populations in Portage'
County, but urban sprawl is having an
effect.

We should be grateful that much prop
erty is permanently protected by the state
in the Mead and Dewey Marsh Wildlife
Areas, the prairie chicken lands, trout
stream frontage and state natural areas.
We have much farmland, too, and it's
open space. But a lot remains to be done.

The Plover River has pretty good zon
ing protection below Jordan Pond but not
much upstream. This is an outstanding
river. It's not a great fishing resource
in Portage County but it's excellent for
canoeing and wildlife, it's unspoiled, and
its watershed is the drinking water source
for the city of Stevens Point.

More than 40 years ago Irv Korth and
Paul Yambert, University of Wisconsin
Stevens Point (UW-SP) faculty mem
bers, proposed protecting the Plover River
through the donation of easements by
landowners. The idea was ahead of its
time and it didn't fly, but it helped lead
to strengthened :Zoning below Jordan,
though not above the pond.

Korth and Yambert said if the Plover
stayed as it was, Stevens Point would
be one of the few cities anywhere with
a wild river in its backyard in the 21st
century. We're in the 21st century and the
Plover's still quite pristine, but it's always
under threat. The Plover River Alliance
has been working where Korth and Yam
bert left off. However, it's a difficult and
expensive process.

Then there's the Little Plover River, a
once-renowned trout stream that dries
up when drought is coupled with heavy
ground water pumping. Similar fates

County's land fund
helps preserve areas
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