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* * *
CONSERVATION GROUPS

APPLAUD PUBLIC RIGHTS FLOW
FOR LITTLE PLOVER: Conservation
groups interested in the health and state of
the Little Plover River in Portage Coupty
applauded the recent decision by the Wis
consin Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) to establish a "public rights flow"
for the river.

The Little Plover has been flow-stressed
for more than a decade, and parts of the
stream have dried up every year since
2005. Scientific analysis has shown that
ground water pumping from nearby high
capacity wells, mainly municipal and
agricultural, is the major cause of the low
flows and dry-ups.

That river's lifeblood is the same ground
water used by cities, industries and farm
ers in the area around the Little Plover,
directly east ofand within the liinits of the
village ofPlover.

"Wisconsin Trout Unlimited is pleased
to see DNR establish a public rights
flow for the Little Plover River," said Stu
Grimstad, a Portage County resident and
Trout Unlimited member. "We hope that
this step may prove useful in attempts to
re-establish the health of this once robust
class 1 trout strelun."

The public rights flow order established
by DNR, issued on March 23, provides a
measure for water users and the general
pUblic as to the minimum flow needed
for stream health and whether the public's
rights in the stream are being infringed
upon.

When pumping causes flows smaller
than the public rights flow, the right of the
public in the waterway is being infringed,
according to state law.

DNR's order states that the public rights
flow for the Little Plover at Eisenhower
Road (County Trunk R) is 4 cubic feet per
second, or little over 30 gallons of water
per second.

"These flow levels, set for five locations
on the river, will tell water users and the

public just how well the river is doing,"
said Denny Caneff, executive director
of the River Alliance. "If the flow goes
below those benchmarks, we can alert
those pumping ground water that the
pumping is harming the river, and expect
they would act on that information."

The Little Plover is classified as a Class
I trout stream, but heavy pumping and dry
conditions the last few years has compro
mised the stJ:eam's health.

Jake Barnes, a rural Amherst resident
and a member of the stakeholders' group
(representing the Friends of the Tomor
row/Waupaca) that has been meeting for
two years to resolve flow problems for the

- Little Plover, said that the public rights
flow "sets the stage for further hands-on
management of our lakes and streams
with additional public rights issuances for
other bodies of water affected by ground
water pumping:"

* * *
LITTLE PLOVER RIVER WORK

GROUP WILL MEET WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 8: The Little Plover River Work
group will meet from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Wednesday, April 8, in Conference Room
5 on the third-floor of the Portage County
Courthouse Annex, -1462 Strongs Ave.,
Stevens Point.

Items on the agenda include the public
rights flow order of the DNR to offi
cially set the public rights flow, flow data
report, flow management plan and define
new actions needed.

* * *--------


