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WOODS

AND WATER

Fishing season on most
state waters opens May 2

YEARS AGO, the Wisconsin fishing
season opened on a specific date on just
about everything. No longer. For some fish
species and on some waters (like the Wis
consin River), it's open all the time.

Now, the closest thing to an opening day
is Saturday, May 2. That's when you can
begin catching (and keeping) game fish,
but if you're after muskies, the season
opens only south of Highway 10.

Statewide, the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) is stocking more than
600,000 trout in preparation for the open
er. Of these, Portage County waters get
21,300. Dale Kufalk, DNR fisheries tech
nician, says these are the trout-stocking
quotas for Portage County:

Adams Lake, 1,500; Spring Lake, 2,500;
Springville Pond, 1,800; Sunset Lake,
3,000; and Lake Thomas, 2,500. In addi
tion, the Tomorrow River downstream from
Amherst is getting 10,000 brown trout. The
lower Tomorrow is the only county stream
stocked by the DNR. Others have sufficient
natural reproduction. .

We've come through a dragged-out win
ter. The last trace of snow on our front
lawn didn't vanish until April 16. Did the
weather affect any county lakes? Kufalk
said he's had no reports of winterkill here,
but it could have hit shallow lakes, the ones
with chronic problems.

* * *

PRF at 1.9 cubic feet per second at Kennedy
Road, at four cubic feet at County Highway
R (Eisenhower Road), at 5.8 cubic feet at
1-39, and at 6.8 cubic feet at Hoover Road.
The public rights flow is defined as the flow
sufficient to protect fish and wildlife and
their habitat.

The Little Plover River is rated as a Class'
I brook trout stream, meaning it has suf
ficient natural reproduction to maintain its
fish population. At least it used to.

* * *

THE PUBLIC rights flow (pRF) estab
lished by the DNR for the Little Plover
River sets a goal but at this point it doesn't
mandate a reduction in ground water pump
ing in the watershed, says George Kraft
of the Cen r for Watershed Science and
Education at the University of Wisconsin- 1

Stevens Point.
Pumping by irrigators and the village of

Plover, coupled with drought, is blamed
for drying up parts of the stream at certain
times.

The PRF was set in response to a petition
by conservation groups. It establishes the


