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Roosevelt School students Sam Williams, left, and Ryan Harmon look for life in the water sample taken Friday from
the Little Plover River during an appreciation day hosted by the Friends of the Little Plover River.

Little Plover River event spotlights protecting natural resources
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Fourth-grader Zach
Hunt saw the world as a
water droplet Friday.

At the third annu
al Little Plover River
Appreciation Day, Hunt
was one of 140 students
from Roosevelt I.D.E.A.
and Plover-Whiting
Elementary schools who
took an "incredible jour
ney" through the water
cycle.

During this journey,
students rolled dice to
determine how to travel
through the cycle. Some
went to the ocean, while
others became precipita
tion or stayed in clouds.

''1 stayed in the clouds
for a long time. I think I
was (in) a desert cloud,"
Hunt said.

Event organizer Jodi
Hermsen of Golden
Sands told Hunt he was
correct and that it didn't
rain much where he was.

Through interactive
games like this, students
learned the importance of
protecting water resourc
es, especially at the Little
Plover River - a Class 1
cold water trout stream
and a state outstanding
resource water.

Students walked to the
Little Plover River Park
to learn about recreation
al activities, such as fly
casting and tying, river
biology, water flow and
conservation techniques.

The Department of
Natural Resources,
Wisconsin Rural Water
Association in Plover
and the American Water
Resources Association

at the University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point
were on hand to answer
questions.

The Friends of the
Little Plover River, which
formed in the spring of
2007, hosted the event
to raise awareness to
protect the river as a
resource and the ground
water that keeps it going.

In the summers of2005
and 2006, stretches of
the river dried up. That
would have happened
again in 2007 and 2008 if
groundwater hadn't been
temporarily pumped into
the stream from a nearby
well to save the trout,
Hermsen said.

This pumping may
need to occur until a sta
ble flow is' established,
she said. The pumping is
only temporary, though,

since the water being
pumped into the river
comes from the very
groundwater that sup
ports the river.

The flow, which once
averaged 10 cubic feet
per second, now is less
than 2 cubic feet per sec
ond. There still are trout
in the river, she said, but
not as many as before.

The Friends of the
Little Plover River aims
to educate children 
the leaders of tomorrow
- about the problem.

'Tve learned that brook
trout mostly live in cold
water and Little Plover
River dried out ... a couple
years ago," fourth-graaer
Megan Hiler said, adding
Friday was the perfect
day to be in an outside
classroom. ''Fish are pop
ping out of the river."


