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Villages
look to
change
well feed
Whiting, Plover aim.to reduce
use of Little Plover aquifer
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Whiting and Plover offi
cials have teamed up to see
if they can find a way to
reduce the amount ofwater
their wells draw from the
aquifer that feeds the Little
Plover River by finding a
better location for the wells.

Plover Village President
Dan Mahoney said the
two municipalities started
studying the issue last year
after concerns from the
Little Plover Work Group
over the village's water use.

The study is almost
done and revealed poten
tiallocations for new wells,
Mahoney said, adding that
Plover River by finding a
better location for the wells.
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the sites and possibly drill
a test well. When the first
part of well study is com
pleted, it will be distributed
to the work group for its
decision on what to do next.

Made up of residents,
water scientists, village
officials and farmers, the
group is concerned about
the health of the Little
Plover River and the effects
pumping by municipalities,
factories and farms is hav
ing on the river.

Since 2005, a mile-long
stretch of the stream near
Highway R has slowed to
a near standstill and, at
times, dried up altogether.

While the two villages are
interested in finding a well
location that will reduce
the strain on the river, they
also must find a well that
will produce water that
can be treated and used as
drinking water.

'The balance is to find a
location that is far away
from rivers and streams
as possible, but also pro
vides high quality ground
water for village residents
and businesses," Mahoney
said. "We have to meet
state requirements for that
water."

Plover has three wells.
The two oldest wells are
just south of Blackhawk
Drive near the river's head
waters. The newest, drilled
in 2002, is farther away
from the river.

To reduce the amount
of water it pumps~m its
older ~ells, the village has
been ,:Irawing more water
from the newer well. Water
from that well requires
more treatment, however,
and that has cost the utili
ty about $100,000 a year in
extra costs, Mahoney said.
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The village of Whiting
operates seven wells, two
for residential use, three
used by NewPage and two
by Neenah Paper.Whiting's
Tesidenti ells are w.est
of Hoover Road and are
farther away from the
Little Plover than Plover's
wells, but affect the mouth
of the river as opposed to
the headwaters, Village
President Jerry Walters
said.

Should the work group
decide that a new well is
essential, Mahoney said the
project would need to be
paid for with outside money.
Part the reason is that wells
the villages currently have
all received approval from
the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources. The
other reason is cost.

A test well likely will cost
about $75,000, but the two
well system being consid
ered by the village and the
work group would cost mil
lions of dollars, not includ
ing the costs that might be
associated with treating
the water, Mahoney said.

"We already paid for our
wells," Walters said. "If the
DNR and the state and
the Legi§1ature think that
would be a good project to
help take some of the pres
sure off of the Little Plover
River, the villages would be
interested in going down
that road with them."


