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The Little Plover River, a Class 1 trout stream near Stevens Point, ran dry Tuesday in at least a
1/2 mile stretch and resulted in a substantial fish kill.

"I walked along die stream bed and it's now only dry river bottom riddled with dying creatures,"
said Barb Feltz, a river monitor and landowner in the Town of Plover. Feltz contributed the
photos below of dead brook trout and the dry stream bed in the Little Plover.

The Little Plover River relies on groundwater for about 90 percent of its flow, according
to studies, and has suffered since 1990 as agricultural and municipal uses have withdrawn
increasing amounts of water from the area.

After 1 mile of the river went dry and killed trout in 2005, a local work group was formed to
address the low flow. As a short-term solution, an irrigation pump on a farmer's land was used to
divert some ground water to the Little Plover.

That augmentation resulted in a flow of about 1 cubic feet per second, said Feltz.

The Little Plover has been a trout stream on life-support since then. But the pump failed
Monday or Tuesday and the flow stopped entirely.

"There's not enough natural flow to even keep the sand wet," said Feltz, 53, a life-long resident
of the area. "When we were kids, it was over our waists in here. Now we're lucky to have it
ankle-deep. "

About 1/2 mile of the river was dry for 24 hours, according to Feltz. The pump was restarted and
the flow Wednesday was back to about 1 cfs.

The river's plight carries a tragic irony - earlier this year a coalition of farmers, educators,
municipal officials, business leaders and conservationists, working in partnership with
the Department ofNatural Resources, developed a "public rights flow" (PRF) for the Little
Plover, located in the Village of Plover and in the towns of Stockton and Plover.

The PRF establishes the flow level below which the public's interest in the stream is being
harmed. The public's interest includes values related to fishing, navigation, scenic beauty, habitat
protection and water quality.

"It's the minimum healthy flow we would like to see maintained in this stream," said Dan
Baumann, water programs manager for the DNR's west central region, in a March statement.
"By setting this limit we are establishing a benchmark to judge the stream's condition and
measure our progress. Our goal is to develop solutions all of us can live with."

The order called for a minimum river flow of4 cfs to protect fish, wildlife andlecreation
activities on the river. ""'



Enforcement of the order, however, has yet to catch up with its intentions.

And just this week the DNR issued a report of the Groundwater Coordinating Council that
detailed progress but also challenges to Wisconsin's "buried treasure," its 1.2 quadrillion gallons
of groundwater.

A copy of the report may be viewed at dnr.wi.gov/org/water/dwg/gcc/rtl/gccreport.htm

Water is essential.for life here on the blue planet. As events this week on the Little Plover River
have shown, it's going to take serious planning, monitoring and enforcement to make sure there
is enough to go around.


