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•
Stop pumping
water into Little
Plover River

A few days ago, over
a half-mile stretch of the
Little Plover River, from
Eisenhower Road to its
headwaters, completely
dried up.

Though it's been dry in
central Wisconsin this sum
mer, research going back
decades has shown that it's
the pumping of groundwa
ter for city and farm use
that dries up this river. The
Little Plover exists because
of groundwater - in

effect, the Little Plover is
groundwater that we can
see and feel - and it will
die because the watery life
blood of the river is being
pumped for agricultural
and municipal use.

We are not saying that
the people of the village of
Plover and area farmers
should stop using water.
We are saying that a lot
more care and attention
has to be paid to how this
area uses groundwater, and
the big users in the area,
despite three years of a lot
of talk, don't seem to care
enough to make necessary
changes to save the river
and conserve water.

There is not an infinite

supply of groundwater. The
near-death of the Little
Plover River - the fifth
year in a row it's been dried
up - not only clearly shows
the connection between the
groundwater pumping and
our lakes and streams, but
it shows the need for more
careful groundwater plan
ning. There will be legisla
tion proposed this fall in
Wisconsin that will provide
for better groundwater plan
ning. We support this effort.

We used the term "near
death" for the Little Plover
for a reason: it's been kept
on life support the past few
years by farmers pump
ing water into the river
from their irrigation wells.

We call for an end to this
practice. Even though it will
result in a truly dried-up
river, we should stop pre
tending there's water in
the Little Plover. The public
should understand that the
river is being sucked dry by
pumping. Putting water in
it, like what's being done
again this week, is ecologi
cal fraud, and it should stop.
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