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Courts may restrict groun"' ....waleruse more than legislation
By GEORGE ROGERS

of The Gazette
If a stiffened ground water bill isn't

passed, lawsuits may be filed and the
courts may impose restrictions more
drastic than the ones the Legislature is
considering.

That was the prediction of Scott Froe
hIke, a Madison-based lobbyist who
represents lake interests, at a ground
water forum in Amherst Friday, April 9.
The forum, sponsored by the Tomorrow
River Chautauqua, resulted in a spirited
but generally cordial discussion, with
many questions from the audience.

"I do not want the issue to become a
lawsuit," responded State Rep. Louis
Molepske Jr., D-Stevens Point. And he
said the ground water bill before the Wis
consin Legislature was being redrafted.

In the waning days of the legislative
session, the bill has raised a lot of ques
tions, said Molepske, and if it passes

it must be clear in its directions to the
Department of Natural Resources, which
would write the rules.

The present ground water law, just a
few years old, has been criticized as fail
ing to protect lakes and streams, espe
cially in Portage and Waushara counties.
In Portage County, the Little Plover
River, a trout stream, has had periodic
partial dry-ups and Long Lake in Waush
ara County has virtually disappeared.

Other waters have also been affected.
But because it could affect irrigators,
industries and municipalities, strength
ening of the law has corne under fire.

Others participating in the forum were
George Kraft, University of Wisconsin
Stevens Point hydrologist, and Mike Cart
er, representing the Wisconsin Potato and
Vegetable Growers Association. Molepske,
who said "in some respects, I'm in the hot
seat" on this issue, was the only legislator
there, although others had been invited.

Kraft said ground water pumping is
definitely a reason why lakes and streams
have been affected. "Missing water," he
said, can't be entirely accounted for by a
lack of precipitation, which hasn't been
that severe in this part of the state.

Carter pointed to the economic impact
of irrigated agriculture in this part of the
state, and asked how growers would be
compensated if they can't pump ground
water.

He also pointed to the village of Plo
ver's estimate of a $16 million cost if
it has to move its municipal wells away
from the Little Plover.

A member of the audience asked, what
about landowners who see their property
values drop when lake levels fall?

Do irrigators waste water? One man

said he sees water being sprayed while
it's raining. Another person said a mora
torium should be put on new wells in
areas that have been impacted by irriga
tion.

Growers are using the best technology
available to reduce water usage, said
Carter, because it costs them money
to pump. Growers aren't saying there
should be no legislation, he said, but it
has to be reasonable.

Kraft said he's not against ground
water pumping, but it should be man
aged. This was not done with forests,
soil and water pollution, he said, and a
price was paid.

With management, said Kraft, robust
farming and robust surface water are
possible.


