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Strengthened ground water
legislation circling drain

A STRENGTHENED ground water law
went nowhere in the Legislature. It'll be
reintroduced and again be opposed by agri
cultural and municipal interests. Farms and
people need water and, not surprisingly,
resist restrictions on its use. But if the Leg
islature doesn't act, the courts might. At a
recent forum in Amherst, lobbyist and water
activist Scott Froehlke warned that inaction
may lead to lawsuits, ending with more dras
tic regulations than the ones the legislators
were considering.

It would be better if the Legislature made
the rules, although this is a touchy one for
lawmakers. Regardless, something needs
to be done because the demand is increas
ing but the supply isn't. You can argue the
specifics of ground water legislation, but it's
hard to deny the necessity. Look at the Little
Plover River, a once-prime trout stream that
periodically dries up because of irrigation
and municipal pumping, coupled with dry
weather. It's the canary in the mine shaft,
warning of worse things to come.

At the Amherst forum where Froehlke
spoke, Mike Carter of the Wisconsin Potato
and Vegetable Growers Association agreed
that stricter ground water legislation is need-

ed, but he said it should be reasonable. That
makes sense, if we can agree on what's
reasonable.

In Wisconsin, we're not yet in a crisis
situation except in places like Waukesha,
where the drinking water has radium, and
Abbotsford, where ground water is scarce.
Marshfield is another place that's not flush
with water (excuse the pun), and it's holding
a water conservation contest among its resi
dents. The one with the greatest reduction in
water use will get a $500 prize and a year's
worth of free water.

We're not in the same fix, but we don't
have an unlimited supply, nor does anyone
else. Irrigators and the village of Plover
learned that when they saw what happened
to the Little Plover, and some day Stevens
Point may fmd it's seriously affecting the
Big Plover. Instead of sinking more wells in
the Plover River basin when water"consUJ!1p
tion rises, perhaps the community should be
thinking of reducing water consumption.
Maybe higher water rates when your usage
rises above a certain level might do it.
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