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GR()UND WATER LEVELS CONTIN
UE TO RISE IN PORTAGE COUNTY: In
response to regular rain storms during June
and July, ground water levels continue to rise
in southern and central Portage County. As
of this week, levels in long term monitoring
wells have risen a foot in most areas, and
nearly two feet near Bancroft, according to
Ray Schmidt, water quality specialist for
Portage County.

"These monitoring wells have been mea
sured monthly for several decades - the old
est was installed in 1950," he said. "We have
seen the ground water rise before, usually
in the spring and fall, but 1993 was the last
time it rose this much in July. That year was
memorable for the water rising in basements
in normally dry areas, and the damage to
property caused by ground water flooding."

Although there are dozens of ground water f

level monitoring wells in Portage County,
five oftl1em are measured on a monthly basis
to track changes in ground water depth. Cur
rently, because of the intense precipitation,
weekly measurements are being taken to
track fluctuations.

Regular precipitation, received in June
and July of this year, benefits groundwater
levels in another way. When farmers receive
adequate precipitation for their crops during
the growing season, little or no irrigation

- is needed, leaving water in the ground that
would otherwise have been used for irriga
tion. This rise in ground water benefits lakes
and streams, and recharges wetlands, said
Schmidt.

"Last year by this time the Little Plover
River had dried up for the fourth year in a
row," he said. "Maybe we'll be able to avoid
the dry up this year.

"It's too early to call this rise in groundwa- .
ter a trend," he noted. "Unless we continue
to receive regular rains, the ground water
will fall again, nearly as fast as it rose. We'll
continue to monitor the levels, and keep the
public informed."

Additional information can be obtained
from the Portage County Planning and
Zoning Department at (715) 346-1334 or
schmidtr@co.portage.wi.us.
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