
Water Conservation Organization...
Friends of the Little Plover River

The Little Plover River is one of the most studied rivers in the world. Back in the
late 60s it was predicted that an over use of high capacity wells "HCW" would
reduce the water table and the Little Plover's importance as a Class I trout stream.
A fish kill in the summer of 2005 brought those early predictions to fruition. The
Central Sands area of Wisconsin is noted for its vegetable production. The number
of area HCWs has grown from less than 100 in 1960 to over 3,300 today. Is it any
wonder that our trout stream might suffer? Action was needed; so here comes a
couple of Barbs and a Jodi. It starts with Barb Feltz' presentation, "welcome to
Barb's world" which points to the low stream flow just outside her front door. The
next move was to organize The Frie'nds of the Little Plover River who gathered sup
port from a host of folks like the GSRC&D Council, UWSP professor George Kraft,
the River Alliance, the Portage County Conservationist, as well as the WIWF. The
Friends were instrumental in working with a local stakeholders group representing
area municipalities, agribusiness and vegetable processing interests. With guid
ance from the WDNR, this group is working hard to experiment with various short
and long term solutions aimed at improving river flow. The Friends pushed for the
public rights stage which led to an agreed upon 4 cfs minimum flow. The Friends
have benefited greatly by the organi~ational and education skills of Barb Gifford
and Jodi Hermsen. This trio of conservationists put together an outing for area 4th
graders called "Little Plover River Appreciation Day." This class trip is held on the
first Friday in May and includes 7 different stations which discuss water use world
wide; here in Wisconsin, fish and critters in the river, fly fishing & tying, and are
now looking to add a Karner Blue Butterfly venue. Jodi has been particularly impor
tant in preparing the periodic pamphlets which provide history and status reports
about the river. In 2009, the Natural Resources Board asked the Friends for their
ability to deal with a very sensitive issue in a professional manner. The Friends of
the LPR. and in particular, Barb Feltz, Barb G'ifford and Jodi Hermsen are to be
commended for their efforts on behalf of our water resources. It's with great appre
ciation that the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation recognizes The Friends of the Little
Plover River as our Water Conservation Organization of the Year.
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