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The village of Plover is ready to
take another step toward aiding the
Little Plover River.

The village now has grants to
purchase 80 acres of land from
Norman Worzella and is working
on getting grants to purchase a
total of 140 acres from the farmer.

The Portage County Land
Preservation Fund Committee
approved a contract with Plover on
Wednesday to buy the two parcels.
The contract still needs County
Board approval.

Plover wants to purchase the land
bordering the Little Plover River
between Highway R and Kennedy
Avenue, north of Black Oak Drive,
in order to change it from irrigated
farmland into a conservation area.

Land sale prices will be set after
appraisals are complete, Village
Administrator Dan Mahoney said.

He said he didn't have an esti
mate of how much the entire 140
acres will cost, but said it will be
less than $500,000.

Mahoney said the purchase is part
of a partnership with the Friends
of the Little Plover River, the
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Rescurces and the Portage County
Larld Preservation Fund Committee.

The effort is one of several the
village is making to try to help
restore water flows to the Little
Plover River. The river first went
dry in 200S and has had water flow

, problems since.
The village also diverted 80 percent

of its water usage from two wells
near the river to one ~arther away.

Once the land is acquired, the vil
lage plans to restore forest, prairie
and wetlands to the area. Hiking,
biking and cross-country ski trails
along with fishing and hunting
would be supported.
- Mahoney said plans for the devel
opment are being worked on by
Rettler Corp., and estimated costs
for the project aren't yet known.

"It seems like we came back to the
core purpose of the Land Preservation
Fund," Portage County Executive
Patty Dreier said. "I think it's some of
the best news in our area."
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