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Area coalition formed for
strengthening groundwater rules

By GEORGE ROGERS
of The Gazette

Environmental organizations and lake
groups are forming a coalition to work for
strengthened groundwater rules. They met
Saturday, Aug. 6, in Amherst and said the
current regulations are too loose, and that
pumping is damaging lakes, streams and
wetlands.

They want the state Legislature and the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
to toughen the rules.

A unanimous state Supreme Court deci
sion in a case involving Lake Beulah in
Walworth County said the DNR has the
right and duty to consider the environ
mental impact when deciding whether to
approve a high capacity well. Bob Nauta, a
hydrogeologist, said the DNR's position is
that objectors should have to prove a well is
harmful. He contended the burden of proof
should be on the applicant.

The Amherst meeting was sponsored by
the Wisconsin Wetlands Association, the
River Alliance of Wisconsin, Wisconsin
Lakes and Midwest Environmental Advo
cates, and was chaired by Scott Froehlke of
Marquette County, a former Stevens Point
resident.

Groundwater levels in central Wisconsin
have partly recovered as a result of wet
weather the last two years, but for a time
the water table in part of southern Portage
County and northern Waushara County
was down four to five feet. Some lakes near
Plainfield dried up.

Water level fluctuations in central Wis
consin's sand country are normal, depend
ing on precipitation. But George Kraft, pro
fessor of water resources at the University
of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, said the water
table didn't drop this far in years when con
ditions were drier, before irrigators were
doing much ground water pumping.

Central Wisconsin now has more than
3,000 high capacity wells, a number that is
expected to increase.

The 50-plus people at the Amherst meet
ing were told to expect opposition. "Agri
culture has power way disproportionate to
their numbers," said Denny Caneff, execu
tive director of the River Alliance.


