
Sammie Glad, left, paints her rendition of a large Karner blue butterfly on the face of her mother, Jennifer
Glad, as sister Lexi Glad watches Saturday at the third annual Karner Blue Rendezvous at the Little Plover
River State Fisheries Area in Stevens Point. The Glads live in Scandinavia. CASEY LAKE/STEVENS POINT JOURNAL

Butterflies bring
people together

By Nathan Vine
Journal staff

There might be many
people in central Wis
consin who don't know
much about the Karner

blue butterfly, Samantha Bus
san said, but the region plays an
important role in keeping the
species alive.

Bussan is president of the
University of Wisconsin-Ste
vens Point's Society for Ecologi
cal Restoration, which on Satur
day hosted the third annual Kar
ner Blue Rendezvous at the Lit
tle Plover River State Fisheries
Area, 4107 Highway R in Ste
vensPoint.

The event is meant to pro
mote awareness of the Karner
blue butterfly, which has been
listed as an endangered species
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service since 1992.

"They have basically had 99

percent of their habitat de
stroyed, and at this point, cen
tral Wisconsin is where you can
see the most of them," Bussan
said.

With a wingspan of about an
inch, the butterflies feed only on
the leaves of the wild lupine
plant as caterpillars, which se
verely restricts where they can
survive. In addition to Wiscon
sin, the butterfly is found in
parts of Indiana, Michigan, Min
nesota, New Hampshire, New
York and Ohio.

Bussan said wild lupine
plants grow in the summer, and
can grow only in fields where
they receive a lot of direct sun
light. As a result, the UWSP So
ciety for EcologicalRestoration
has worked over the years to
help clear areas to help plant
wild lupine at the Little Plover
River State Fisheries Area,
which is owned by the Wiscon
sin Department of Natural Re
sources. In addition to guided

nature hikes, exhibits, food and
music, people attending Satur
day's event had an opportunity
to do some planting themselves.

One of the people in atten
dance was Michael Oligney,
who lives on Highway R and
who Bussan said regularly as
sists in working to develop the
habitat for the Karner blue in
Stevens Point.

Oligney said he was recruit
ed about seven years ago by
Brad Kildow, the forest ranger
for the Whiting Ranger Station
in Stevens Point, while working
with the UWSP Fire Crew, a wil
dland firefighting group. Olig
ney said he brings his tractor
and other equipment out to help
prepare the land and plant
seeds.

"I like coming out and being
able to help," Oligney said. "I en
joy it, and I probably wouldn't
get a chance to use my equip
ment like this if I wasn't able to
come here."


