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riles Senate
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Both candidates for the 24th state
Senate District say the potential nega
tive impacts of a proposed large-scale
dairy farm in Saratoga outweigh the an
ticipated number of jobs the facility
would create.

Incumbent state Sen. Julie Lassa, D
Stevens Point, sent a letter this week to
Wisconsin Department.of Natural Re
sources Secretary Cathy Stepp, urging
the agency to deny Wysocki Family of
Cos.' application for 49 high-capacity
well permits.

"The impact an operation of this size
could have on groundwater levels and
quality is potentially devastating," Las
sa wrote.

Scott Kenneth Noble, R-Richfield,
who is challenging Lassa in the Nov. 6
election, said he, too, sides with those
who oppose the concentrated animal
feeding operation, or CAFO, though he
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Dairy heifers and 1,000 calves,
for a total of 5,300 animals.
Plans also call for about
6,400 acres ofcrops, which
will require 47 of the high
capacity wells. Two addi
tional wells are planned
for the cows. Company of
ficials have said the farm
would employ 3S people
with wages of $30,000 and
up.

The public comment
period for an environmen
tal impact statement for
the permit requests ended
Sept. 21.

"Local surface waters,
which have already been
challenged by drought
conditions, may well lower
to the point where they
cannot sustain their cur
rent fish and wildlife habi
tats," Lassa wrote.

The larger issue legis
lators should be focusing
on is that of eliminating
subsidies for corporate
farms and ensuring local
municipal officials' ability
instead of allowing state
and federal agencies to
make the decisions, Noble
said.

"The subsidies are a big
problem," he said. "That
hurts the family farms be
cause they can't compete.
... A lot of what people are
protesting at factory
farms are not what hap
pens at family farms.

"We have to be good
stewards of our water and
our land, and that's why I
support the local and state
sovereignty."

Lassa said local govern
ments should have the
ability to establish zoning
ordinances but that when
it comes to addressing en
vironmental issues, local
resources might not be
enough to do the job.

questioned his political op
ponent's motives in light of
stark opposition' from
many Saratoga residents.

"They're against it,"
Noble said, citing a unani

mous vote
by hundreds
of residents
Monday to
give the
Town Board
the author
ity to enact

Julie zoning ordi-
lassa nances that

could re
strict such a
facility.
"They don't
want it, and
(that's) the
reason why I
say what

Scott Sen. Lassa
Noble did was a po-

litical thing.
... It's a dog-and-pony
show."

Lassa fired back, say
ing she strives to repre
sent her constituents and
that of the many people
who have contacted her or
her office via email mes
sages, letters or phone
calls aboutthe CAFO, none
was in support.

"They have been quick
to organize, and they have
also been very thorough
with their research," she
said. "I think that the only
one here that is really
playing politics with this
issue is my opponent."

Wysocki previously ap
plied for 49 high-capacity
well permits for the farm,
which would include 4,000
milking and dry cows, 300


