
DNR looks for ways to help Little Plover
River
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Wisconsin Department ofNatural Resources officials say a court decision could determine ways
in which it can regulate groundwater usage affecting streams such as the Little Plover River.

But DNR officials say they don't plan to wait for that to find solutions.

Water scientists say the river is drying up because farmers and other users of high-capacity wells
in the area are drawing too much water from the river.

The river first dried up in 2005, and it has dried up several times since then, including during last
summer's dry period. University ofWisconsin-Stevens Point water professor George Kraft said
the Little Plover River's water levels have dropped to unhealthy levels again, while rivers in non
irrigated areas have maintained their levels.

"We had a real wet season in 2010 and 2011, and we built up a cushion:' Kraft said. "In heavily
pumped areas, we blew right through that."

DNR officials say how much authority they have in imposing regulations on water pumping is
being decided by the state appellate court. DNR Water Division Administrator Ken Johnson said
a case under review will give the department a clearer position on how much authority it has to
regulate high-capacity wells.

In that lawsuit, a group is suing the DNR for not doing enough to protect Pleasant Lake in the
southern part of the state from the impact of high-capacity wells.

But the department isn't going to wait for that decision to work with conservation groups and
farmers to try to quell the damage on the Little Plover River, Johnson said. The department
hopes to come to a voluntary solution with everyone involved, he said.

The Little Plover River effort is a project within a project, said Dan Baumann, west central
regional director of the DNR. The river project is part of the Central Sands Water Action
Coalition, which first petitioned the department to take action to protect the river.

Some efforts already have been made to assist the Little Plover River. Worzella Farms sold 80
acres to the village ofPlover to change it from farm land to park land, lessening the strain of
irrigation on the depleted water body.

Johnson said the DNR will seek cooperative efforts such as that to restore healthy water flows to
the river.


