
Friends of the Little Plover River teach care
to students

Fourth-graders Samantha SaKlUn, left, and Jessie Disher look: at a small bucket of fish Friday 8Kmg the banks of the
Little Plover River. The two were among about 150 students who participated In l..JtIle Plover River Appreciation Day, put
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In 2005, a milelong section of the Little Plover River dried up for the

first time, killing many of the fish that inhabited that part of the river.

On Friday, the river flowed high as children received hands-on

experience along its banks.

About 150 fourth-graders from Roosevelt IDEA School and Plover

Whiting Elementary participated in Little Plover River Appreciation

Day, which has students navigating different stations along the

river.

The event is held every year by the Friends of the Little Plover

river, which formed in 2005 to improve the health of the river.

Volunteers led the students through subjects such as stream flow,

water quality and even how to cast a fly rod during the event.

Filling up

The river is in better shape than it was in 2005, when it ran dry for

the first time, said University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point water

resources professor George Kraft.

Kraft said via email that big rains in 2010 and 2011 helped restore a

lot of the river's flow, but the river still could be in danger of drying

up again if precipitation levels return to average or below levels.

Kraft said irrigation, which draws water from the river, still is going

strong.

Other factors leading to the river's water flow return are the closing

of the New Page Mill, which reduced water diverted from the river.

The village of Plover has bought land from farmer Norman

Worzella, and the village hopes to eventually buy 140 acres in total.

The village hopes, by purchasing the land, to reduce the amount of

water drawn from the river through irrigation.

The village plans to turn the land into a park with amenities such as

a hiking trail and cross-country skiing in the winter.
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Appreciating the river

Fourth-graders along the riverbed Friday had different concerns on

their minds than land purchases and precipitation levels -- such as

figuring out how to cast those fly rods.

Abe Downs, a fishing guide, helped fourth-graders such as Paige

Pieper, 10, of Plover, cast a green line with a small piece of fuzz at

the end so that it whizzes in the air and rolls gently onto the lawn.

Downs said the lesson is many of the students' first experience with

fly-fishing, and the hope is it will get them interested in the sport.

"You get them into it incrementally, they can pick it up pretty fast,"

Downs said.

Traci Pieper, 40, of Plover, volunteered with the event Friday and

watched her daughter learn to cast. She said it was her daughter's

first time using fly-fishing equipment.

"I think it's cool," Traci Pieper said. "It's fun for the kids to be able to

try new things."


