
FRIENDS GROUPS SEEKS DNR
PROTECTION OF LITTLE PLOVER
RIVER: The Little Plover River, once
again, is in danger of drying up, according
to data gathered by University of Wiscon
sin-Stevens Point (VWSP) scientists. After
seven years of fact-finding and discussion,
The Friends of the Little Plover River
(FLPR), along with others, believe that now
is the time .to keep this river from drying up.

The FLPR is a local group actively advo
cating for the protection of the river and the
groundwater that gives it life since its dry
up in 2005.

The FLPR, in conjunction with the Central
Sands Water Action Coalition (CSWAC),
have officially called upon the Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) to enforce the
'Public Rights Flow' for the Little Plover
River. In an order issued in March of 2009,
the DNR set several public rights flows for
the Little Plover River. Those Public Rights
Flows, measured in cubic feet per second
(cfs), were set to be protective of fish and
other aquatic life and their habitat.

"Once a river goes below that Pub
lic Rights Flow, the stream is no longer
'healthy' for fish and other wildlife," said
Barb Gifford, vice president of the FLPR.
"At the extreme, dry-ups have been the
cause of fish kills that have affected thou
sands of trout. We see the Little Plover
River as a sad, cautionary tale for ground
water pumping in our area. We cannot
continue to keep increasing ground water
pumping and not expect it to dry up our
lakes and"streams.

"Ground water is the lifeblood of the sur
face waters of this area," said Gifford. "We
need better stewardship ofour ground water
if we want future generations to be able to
enjoy that which is our most precious natu
ral heritage...our Waters. That is why we are
asking the DNR to enforce the public rights
flows for the Little Plover River."

For the Little Plover River, the DNR set
the public rights flow at Kennedy Road at
1.9 cfs; at Eisenhower (Crn R) at 4.0 cfs;
and at Hoover Rd. at 6.8 cfs. Flow data col
lected at these sites in July showed that all
three sites were well below the public rights
flows. '

Enforcement of the public rights flows,
said Gifford, could mean that high-capacity
wells that dfaw from the same ground water
source that feeds the Little Plover River will
need to 're-evaluate' their pumping strate
gies along with the possible implementation
of additional suggestions.

Research showing pumping influences on
central sands lakes and streams, along with
extensive historical and educational infor
mation, is documented on the Friends ofthe
Plover River website at www.friendsofthe
littleploverriver.org. For more information,
contact FLPR board members Barb Gifford
at 715-344-3539 or barbaragifford@char
ter.net, or Jerry Knuth at 715-344-0017 or
knuth0628@Sbcglobal.net.
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