
As a requirement of Stewardship funping,
hunting will be allowed.

Development costs are estimated at $4
million, and the work is expected to be
phased in over a period of years. Pathways
through the land are an early possibility.
Partnerships are being sought. One might
be the sale of the fill from the lake or pond
to the state for use in the reconstruction
of the Highway 54-County Highway B
interchange.

Other steps have been, or will !:>e, taken
to improve the flow of the stream. The
village of Plover has reduced pumpage
from two wells near the Little Plover and
Del Monte has bought 160 acres north of
its canhery, taking it out of irrigation and
dispersing its cooling and process water
there. Others have adjusted their pumping
schedules. And the NewPage paper mill in
Whiting has closed. It had been using more
than a billion gallons of water a year from
Whiting village's well field.

The 1985· DNR master plan said, "In
future years, as human populations
increase and wild lands shrink, residents
will treasure the naturalness of this area
and look forward to enjoying the recre
ational and educational use of the wildlife
it will harbor."

and heavy ground water pumping by irri
gators, municipalities and industries.

Long ago, men and boys flocked to the
Little Plover on the opening day of trout
season. The stream is close to Stevens
Point and Plover, and even when most peo- .
pie didn't have cars they managed to get
there. An old-timer once told me he used
to ride to the stream on the handlebars of
his father's bicycle.

But high-capacity wells multiplied in
the watershed, impacting the flow of the
stream, which is highly dependent on
ground water. No one set out to harm the
Little Plover, but with little controls on
'wells, it happened.

The stream has been getting help. An
organization, Friends of the Little Plover
River, was formed to advocate for it. A
plan for the conservancy area was pre
pared for the village by the Rettler Corp.
of Stevens Point. The plan says, "The
proposed acquisition and development of
this property is a result of the Village of
Plover's involvement with the Little Plover
River Work Group." The work group was
made up of representatives from state and
local governments, the University of Wis
consin-Stevens Point, Del Monte Corp.
and citizen organizations.

The Little Plover River Conservancy
Area will take land out of irrigated agri
culture. It will be a low-impact recreation
area with trails. Forest, prairie and wetland
restoration are planned: A 10-acre lake is a
possibility but an alternative may be a two
and-a-half acre pond in a wetland complex.
The land is to be bought with much help \
from the state Stewardship Fund and the
Portage County Land Preservation Fund.

thoroughly as the Little Plover. The U.S.
Geological Survey, the Wisconsin Conser
vation Department and the department's
successor, the DNR, have looked at it
closely, starting in the 1960s. Early in the
game, a Conservation Department official,
Lewis Posekany, said he at first thought
the Little Plover was just another trout
stream, but quickly learned it was a very

. good stream. That was true at the time.
The Little Plover was a gem.

The stream is only about five miles long
from. its source at the foot of the termi
nal moraine, where the glacier stopped,
westward to the Wisconsin River. The
best part fwm a fisherman's standpoint
was the 3.5 mile stretch above Springville
Pond. There, the Little Plover remained
quite pristine, and for a long time it had a
healthy, self-reproducing trout population.

However, the DN R's 1985 master plan
said a recent survey had shown the stream
had only 106 trout per acre of water, while
surveys 15 or 20 years earlier had turned
up populations of 1,800 to 2,900 per acre.
(The Little Plover is narrow, and it takes
quite a bit of its length to make an acre.)
"It is believed that chemical contamina
tion from agricultural sources" may have
caused the decline, said the master plan.
The stream recovered from that, only to be
hit by the double whammy of urban sprawl

New river 'conservancy area should help Little Plover
Woods&

Water.

IT WON'T SAVE the stream all by
itself, but the Little Plover River Conser
vancy Area could take some of the pres
sure off it. Along with other measures,
it may restore the Little Plover' to at least
partial health.

The conservancy area is a i40-acre tract
between Kennedy Avenue and County
Highway R, currently owned by the Wor
zelia Trust, which has agreed to sell.
Though it will be owned by the village, it
lies in the town of Plover. A master plan
for the area was approved by the Plover
Village Board Sept. 5.

The Little Plover is where many fisher
men caught their first trout. Protection of
the stream was IQng a goal of the Depart
ment of Natural Resources (DNR), which
created the Little Plover Fishery Area in
1957. By 1985 the DNR owned 254 acres
out ofa goal of381 acres. In a DNR master
plan that year it was predicted, correctly,
that further acquisitions would be difficult
because of competition from land develop
ers.

Even then the stream had problems. The
trout population had crashed, and the sus
pected cause was agricultural chemicals. It
may have been a crop duster's overspray.

The milster plan pointed to ,Pther threats
- heavy ground water pumping and resi
dential encroachment. It warned that up to
90 percent of the stream's flow could be
depleted in time by drought and pumping.
That was'an underestimate.

A section of the stream dried up entirely
in several recent summers. And there's
been a big residential build-up in the
watershed.

Few trout streams have been studied as


