
Little River, Big Canary in the
Water Mine

Barb Gifford, friend 'of the Little Plover and defender of groundwater in the Central Sands.
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Little did a twelve-year old Barb Gifford know that a Rocky Mountain trek on
horseback - incredible pristine lakes and rivers, wild and raging river canyons
brimming with trout - would make such an impression on her. This formative
experience led to her involvement in environmental issues all her life to bring 1,000 fourth graders to the banks of her river to instill in
and has drawn her to rivers. them that same youthful desire to protect them that she holds today.

In the 1970s Barb and her husband built a home on the Little
Plover River where she noticed a suspicious trend.

"You can't live on a body of water and not notice changes
occurring," she observes. Pumping of groundwater upstream was
leading to the dewatering of her little river. A study that she helped to
commission in 1997 predicted that if the withdrawal continued at the
current rate, the river would begin to dry up in 2005. Right on cue, it
did. Since then she has been involved with the Friends of the Little
Plover River to help raise awareness about the river's plight.

Barb is concerned about the lack of education children receive
about the importance of rivers and water. She has worked diligently

While the phrase "new normal" is casually being tossed around,
Barb fears that it indicates the acceptance of the status quo.

"We are accepting degradation. Rivers are canaries in the
coal mine." She wants to get this message across to politicians
determined to chip away at our environmental regulations in the
name of job creation.

Her advice to us?

"The River Alliance should continue to lobby for the health of

Wisconsin's rivers, lakes and groundwater. The groundwater gives
both the lakes and rivers life." •


