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Hull plans meeting Monday, Oct. 21, on water issues 
By GENE KEMMETER 

of The Gazette 
The town of Hull continues to study water 

issues for its residents and will meet at 6 
p.m. Monday, Oct. 21 , in the North Com
mons of Stevens Point Area Senior High 
School (SPASH) to hear from those resi
dents about situations with water. 

John Holdridge, town chairman, said the 
town has received information from resi
dents via a survey and other sources but 
wants to hear about water concerns since 
Stevens Point put Well No. 11 into service. 

Holdridge met Monday, Oct. 14, at the 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
(UWSP) with members of the College of 
Natural Resources, as well as the Portage 
County water quality specialist and others. 

Holdridge said town residents have shown 
interest in having their water tested to help 
detect any variations in water quantity and 

quality. 
Bob Enright of the UWSP Sociology 

Department, who is analyzing a survey of 
town residents, said he checked on resi
dences in the southeast sector of the town 
and found they had high levels of nitrates. 

He said he thinks new tests need to be 
taken, and they may identify new areas of 
high nitrates. 

Stevens Point maintains nine monitoring 
wells in the town of Hull, and Holdridge 
said findings in those wells will assist the 
town in identifying situations. "The city is 
prepared to share the data," he said. 

Paul McGinley, a water quality specialist 
at UWSP, said the university has a research 
grant as part of a statewide study and will 
look at groups of wells that were contami
nated with high nitrates and test for other 
chemicals. 

The study hopes to develop more useful 

strategy to help understand the reason for 
high nitrate levels, he said. In a suburban 
town there could be multiple sources, such 
as septic systems, instead of just farm 
issues, he said. 

Since Well No. 11 went into use, some 
people have had problems, not only in hav
ing enough water br not having any water, 
Holdridge said, and as many as seven well 
drillers have worked in the town since the 
well went into use. 

City officials met informally with Hull 
residents in 2010, Holdridge said, and inter
acted directly with the 59 households within 
a radius of 1,400 feet of the well. Of those 59 
households, 40 took up the city offer and had 
their water tested. 

When Hull residents met recently, he said, 
15 people at the meeting had put in new 
wells, and a number qf them said their well 
points had been 30 to 35 feet down, and they 
had to go 45 to 50 feet down. 

Kevin Masarik, a groundwater education 
specialist at UWSP, said their were probably 
multiple factors in the need for new wells, 
such as a blocked well screen, more demand 
for water, or some other reason. 

Ray Schmidt, the county water specialist, 
said having a measure of the wells within 

the 1,440-foot radius of Well No. 11 would 
provide an idea about the impact of the 
municipal well on the other wells. "What 
would the data be if the wells were tested 
now." 

Joel Lemke, director of the Stevens Point 
Water and Sewage Department, wrote to a 
town resident that the monitoring wells have 
shown a consistent depth to ground water 
since the well began operating. 

One of those monitoring wells has been in 
use since 1991, when the maximum depth to 
the ground water was measured at three feet 
greater than in 2013, he wrote. 

Schmidt said the water table is lower in the 
county this year because of low rainfall, and 
some wells are old and need to be replaced, 
so multiple factors figure into the need for 
a new well. 

From 1988 to 2012 the county had samples 
of 1,700 wells in Hull, he said, and 19 per
cent of those wells tested for nitrates. A 
town needs repeat sampling to see if things 
changed, he said. 

Masarik said 100 residents participated 
in a recent water testing in Hull, and some 
might want to test their water every two 
years to see if any nitrates are detected. "We 
didn't find a bacteria situation," he said. 


