
Little P over iver
faces troubled waters

Waterway lands
on top 10 list of most

endangered in America

UWSP College of Natural Resources
student Vadym lanaiev, of Ukraine,

measures the water flow of the Little
Plover River West of Highway R in

August. The river was placed fourth on
America's Most Endangered Rivers list.
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N
ational conservation
group American Rivers
affirmed what conserva
tionists in Portage Coun
ty have been saying for

years: the Little Plover River is in
trouble.

The river was named fourth on the
organization'sAmerica's MostEndan
gered Rivers list for 2013, an annual
look at rivers that either face immi
nent demise or for which a significant
decision couldeithersaveorcondemn
the waterway in the coming year.

TheLitnePloverRiverwas chosen
both for its troubled history, notably
for drying up several times starting in
2005, and the ability for local leaders
to put it on the right track, said Amer
ican Rivers Associate Director of De
velopment Steve Wright.

"When you have multiple groups
coming to us for the same issue, that's
very compelling," Wright said.

Rivers are nominated to the list by
outside groups, then vetted by the or
ganization to learn more about the sto
ry behind each river's problems.
Wright said the Little Plover River
was nominatedbyFriendsoftheLittle
Plover River, a group formed to help
save the waterway. A'Irout Unlimited
group out of Chicago also expressed
concern to American Rivers because
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the area is a prime fishing
spot.

Local conservationists
said the inclusion of the
river is a step in the right
direction, and it high
lights the need for swift
action to address the di
minished water levels on
the river.

Barb Gifford, presi
dent of the Friends of the
Little Plover River, said
the group plans an ex
panded Little Plover Riv
er Appreciation Day, an
event in which elemen-

tary school students learn
about the river and con
servation.

"The issue needs dis
cussion," ·Gifford said.
"We'vehad so many years
to study it. Weneedto take
action now."

The LittlePloverRiver
and its diminished water
levels have been a source
of contention between
conservationists and
farmers.

While both sides agree
that something has to be
done and have contribut
ed to efforts to help the
river, they don't agree on
the science.

George Kraft, a water
professor at the Univer-

slty of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point, said the recogni
tion by the national or
ganization should lend
credence to efforts by
conservationists to help
restore healthy flow lev
els to the Little Plover
River.

"If there's more recog
nition by a group out of
the area, by a well-known
and respected group that
brings more attention to
it, it makes people think
maybe there's something
to this," Kraft said.

lJUane Maa , execu
tive director of the Wis
consinPotato& Vegetable
Growers Association,
said the organization is

finishing itsown research
on the river's levels and
the reasons behind them.

"We're looking for a so
lution to what the flow is
sues are," Maatz said.

Department of Natu
ral Resources Division
Administrator for Water
Ken Johnson said his or
ganization pays more at
tention to lists put out by
the Environmental Pro
tection Agency, and
weren't aware of the river
being added to the Amer
ican Rivers list.

Nathan Vine can be reached at
715-345-2252. Find him on
Twitter as @SP1NathanVine.


