
Little Plover on endangered list
The Little Plover River is in the central

sands region of the state, and the center

of Wisconsin's potato and vegetable

growers, an industry that relies heavily

on irrigation.

Groundwater
pumping cited
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The Little Plover River
in Portage County was
named to the 2013 list of
the 10 most endangered
rivers in the United States
by an environmental
group on Wednesday.

American Rivers high
lighted the river in its an
nual assessment of trou
bled waters, along with
the Colorado River, Min
nesota's Boundary Waters
and others.

The Little Plover is a
small· river - it runs for
about six miles from its
headwaters before empty'
ing into the Wisconsin
River.

It's a fishery that pro
duces native brook trout,
but water quality has de
graded over the years as
sections have run dry dur
ing drought.

Environmental and
conservation groups have
pointed to groundwater
pumping as the cause of
much of its troubles.
Groundwater helps· feed
water flows in the river.

The Little Plover is in
the central sands region
of the state, and the center
of Wisconsin's potato and
vegetable growers, an in
dustry that relies heavily
on irrigation.

In its assessment,
American Rivers noted
that groundwater is used

as a source of drinking
water for the Stevens
Point area, as well for
5,500 acres of irrigated
crops, a vegetable pro
cessing plant and a paper
mill.

Using groundwater
modeling analyses, re
searchers at the Universi
ty of Wisconsin-Stevens
Point have found dramat
ic reductions in the flow
of the river, coinciding
with higher demands on
groundwater.

American Rivers said
the Department of Natu
ral Resources must devel

.op a better management
plan to restrict large well
development so the Little
Plover has the groundwa
ter it needs.

"We cannot continue to
keep increasing ground
water pumping and ex
pect it not to dry up the
Little Plover River and
other Wisconsin rivers
and lakes," Barbara Gif
ford of the Friends of the
Little Plover said in a
statement.

George Meyer, execu
tive director of the Wis
consin Wildlife Federa
tion, said in a statement
that it was troubling that
the public pays $100 mil-

lion in license and other
fees each year while "one
of the best trout streams
in central Wisconsin (is)
destroyed by the failure of
state government to pro
tect the Little Plover Riv
er."

In January, the DNR an
nounced that it was work
ing with various parties
including UW, the Village
of Plover and the state po
tato and vegetable associ
ations to develop a com
puter model of the inter
action between groundwa
ter and surface water.

A second phase of the
project would use the
model to study various
levels of groundwater
pumping and how manag- .
ing water use would help'
keep the river from run
ning dry.

The project will take
about two years.

Ken Johnson, the
DNR's top water regula
tor, said a 2011 state Su
preme Court case in Wal
worth County has become
the driving factor for the
agency on determining
the effects of a high-capac
ity well on local waters.

In that case, involving
the Village of East Troy,
which wanted to con-

struct a new well, and the
Lake Beulah Manage
ment District, the court
ruled unanimously that
the DNR must consider
potential harm to public
waters when reviewing a
permit for such a well.

But Johnson said the
DNR doesn't believe the
case requires the agency
to make that evaluation
on well permits that have
already been approved.

In 2007, American Riv
ers named Milwaukee's
Kinnickinnic one of the
most endangered rivers,
due to years of neglect
and ~he accumulated ef
fects of industrial pollu
tions.

Minnesota's Boundary
Waters faces threats from
a proposed copper-nickel
mine on land outside the
waters bordering Canada.

The rivers and their
rankings:

The Colorado, stretch
ing from Wyoming to Col
orado; Flint in Georgia;
San Saba, Texas; Little
Plover, Wisconsin; Cataw
ba, North and South Caro
lina; the Boundary Waters
of Minnesota and the
South Kawishiwi River
that fJ,ows into the Bound
ary Waters; the Black
Warrior River in Ala
bama; Rough & Ready and
Baldface creeks in Ore
gon; Kootenai River in
British Columbia, Mon
tana and Idaho; and the
Niobrara River in Nebras
ka, South Dakota and Wy
oming.


