
Natural Resources Board briefed on Little ·Plover River 
By GENE KEMMETER 

of The Gazette 
The Wisconsin Natural Resources Board 

received an on-site briefing about the Little Plo
ver River in Portage County Tuesday, June 25. · · 

es in ground water withdrawals that have repeat
edly caused sections of the river to run dry in late 
summer. Historic data shows how low flows have 
coincided with the expansion of wells drilled for 
irrigition, as well as industrial and municipal use. 

The highest quality water the village uses is in 
the area of the Little Plover River, he said, and 
it costs the village $100,000 more to pump from 
Well 3 instead of the other two, because Well 3 
has higher nitrate levels and needs to be treated. 

The flow on the river is monitored and the 
village will take action if the flow decreases, he 
said. 

The Board, on a bus tour in central Wisconsin, 
stopped at Little Plover River Park in Plover to 
hear several local· residents talk about the river, 
which was listed as No. 4 on the list of America's 
Most Endangered Rivers by American Rivers 
organization. · 

The listing says the Little Plover River, a Class 
1 trout stream, is threatened by dramatic increas-

Dan Mahoney, Plover village administrator, 
said a group with. diverse interests has been work
ing to determine how it can accomplish things for 
the betterment of the river. 

He said the village has changed its pumping 
regime from the two wells within the Little Plo
ver River basin, switching to a well two miles 
away to reduce the impact on the river. 

This spring the river had a good flow, aided by 
nice rains, he said, and is working with the vil
lage of Whiting on a well location both munici-. 
palities could use. 

'We've attempted to find a different location 
to relocate the wells," he said, "but any loca
tion south and east of the river will still have 
impacts. Tue only alternative is looking at 
Whiting's well field, which has higher nitrate 
levels than Well 3. 

He displayed drawings of a proposed Little 
Plover River Conservation Area and said the . 
village is targeting 140 acres to convert to a 
conservancy area and create an educational 
center to talk about ground water protection. 

A three-mile pedestrian trail would go 
around the area, he said, and solar and wind 
energy would provide power to the center. 

The project would be funded 50 percent by 
the state Department of Natural Resources 
and 50 percent by the Portage County Land 
Conservation Committee, he said, so the land 
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would be open to hunting, fishing and hiking. The company is also looking to purchase 
The village is working on a purchase agree- other nearby land, taking two more high

ment for about $600,000 and could close on capacity wells out of production, he said. 
the property by Sept. 1. Tue agreement is con- Duane Maatz, executive director of the 
tingent upon the farmer receiving replacement Wisconsin Potato & Vegetable Growers 
land, which is in the works; Mahoney said. Association, said the group set up a task force 

Mark Peplinski, operations manager of the 3-112 years ago to look at what to do on farms 
Del Monte plant within the Little Plover environmentally and how to do things better. 
watershed, said Del Monte purchased land Potatoes are the biggest water consump
north of its plant, taking out two high-capacity tion crop, he said, and farmers have cut back 
wells and putting waste water onto the field on planting Russet Burbanks, which is the 
there, earning the company an award as best thirstiest potato and the crop takes 120 days 
friend of the environment for the year. to grow. 

"Last year we put 42 million gallons of Farmers now grow potato crops that have 
water back on the field and 24 million gallons a 90-day season, aild are using technologi
of water into a monitoring pond .in the field," · cal advances to reduce the use of water and 
he said. "We have reduced fresh water con- fertilizers, which cost the farmers money. He 
sumption by 27.5 percent." explained that farmers use apps on their cell

phones for constant updates on current condi
tions so they can respond as necessary. 

Dan Baumann, director of the westcentral region of the state Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), talks about the Little Plover River with members of the Wisconsin 
Natural Resources Board and DNR Secretary Cathy Stepp at the shelter in Little 
Plover River Park in Plover on Tuesdav. June 26. IPortaoe Countv Gazette nhoto\ 
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seek solutions to the water sitUation. "We've said; and had no idea what was wrong until 
learned a lot from that data," he said. she read a 1997 report stating the river would 

Barb Gifford, chair of the Friends of the go dry in 2005 if people kept using high
Little Plover River, said she feels residents capacity wells . . 
need to become pro-active to protect the river The river did go dry in 2005, prompting the 
and ground water in tlie state and nation. creation of the Friends of the Little Plover 

Tue Little Plover is a historic river, she River, she said, commending all the groups 
said, but has been plagued with dry-ups in that are working to correct the situation and 
recent years and has no tributaries. The river · adding that she is looking forward to. sensible 
has been called the most studied river iii. the ground water management. 
United States, she said, with archival records "We are threatened by depletion of ground 
about its flow dating, to the 1950s and earlier. . water," she ·said, "and we have to be con-

She has lived on the river for 38 years, she · cemed about that." 

Farmers have gone to low-pressure irriga
tion systems instead of the old spray systems, 
he said, and the irrigation systems are now 
calibrated to spray the same amount of water 
on every section of a field. 

"It's critical that they give a consistant flow 
of water," he said. "We want to make sure the 
water and temperature are correct, and, as the 
plants get bigger, we use less water in shaded 
areas." 

Farmers are cognizant of the environment 
and are limiting their use of water based on 
rainfall and the moisture in the soil, he said, 
utilizing techpolQgy to tell them when they 
need to turn ob. irrigation systems and when to 
keep them off. 

He said farmers want to be transparent and 
have a strong relationship with consumers, 
using actual data about their use of water to 

(See River, page 24) 


