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When Gov. Scott Walk
er signs the 2013-15 state 
budget during a ceremo
ny scheduled for 1:30 p.m. 
today, many central Wis
consin residents are hop
ing he'll veto the high-ca
pacity well permit provi
sion. 

Motion 375 prohibits 
citizens from challenging 
high-capacity well per
mits based on the cumula
tive effect of the water 
the wells will draw, added 
to the water already be
ing drawn in the area by 
existing wells. Sup
porters have said the 
state Department of Nat
ural Resources already 
lacks the ability to take 
into account the proximi
ty of other wells when 
considering permit appli
cations. 

The issue has no busi
ness being in the budget, 
said Gail Kretschmer, a 
Saratoga resident who op
poses a proposed large
scale dairy in Saratoga. 

"If (Gov. Scott Walker) 
has any integrity, he 
would line veto that 
item," Kretschmer said. 

Plans for the proposed 
concentrated animal 
feeding operation, or CA
FO, in Saratoga include 
4,000 milking and dry 
cows, 300 heifers and 
1,000 calves, for a total of 
5,300 animals. Plans also 
call for about 6,400 acres 
of crops, which would re
quire 47 high-capacity 
wells. Each of the 47 wells 
would pump up to 1,00Q 
gallons a minute during 
peak times. An additional 
two wells are planned to 
provide water for the ani
mals. 

Obviously, the high-ca
pacity wells are a big is
sue, said state Rep. Scott 
Krug, R-Rome. 

''We tried to get it tak
en out (of the budget); we 
couldn't get it taken out," 
Krug said. 

Instead, legislators op
posing the motion were 
able to get it amended so 
it doesn't go into effect 
until July 2014, Krug said. 

The amendment al
lows a current challenge 
to high-capacity well per
mits for a proposed large-

scale dairy in the Adams 
County town of Richfield 
to move forward, Krug 
said. 

"I wanted that case to 
be heard," Krug said. 

"The courts may de
cide for us that there has 
to be a consideration of 
cumulative impact." 

The delay also means 
Saratoga residents can 
take action, if the Wiscon
sin Department of Natu
ral Resources issues per
mits for the dairy there, 
Krug said. 

State Sen. Julie Lassa, 
D-Stevens · Point, sent a 
letter to Walker on 
Wednesday asking him to 
use his veto authority to 
remove the high-capacity 
well language. 

"The provision should 
not have been included in 
the budget," Lassa said. 
"It should have received a 
full public hearing with 
ample opportunity for 
public input. Instead, it 
was snuck into the budget 
with very little debate by 
Republicans and mem
bers of the Joint Finance 
Committee." 

· Krug said he hopes the 
various people interested 
in the topic of high-capac
ity wells can get together 
before July 2014 and 
come to an agreement. 
Most people in industries 
using high:capacity wells 
don't have a problem with. 
some cumulative impact 
approach, he said. 

Lassa said she doesn't 
think delaying the provi
sion until July 2014 is a 
good compromise. It 
gives high-capacity well 
supporters everything 
they want, she said. 

''Why would they want 
to come to the table and 
give a compromise?" Las
sa asked. "It's just like a 
parent who is asking their 
child to eat their supper 
after they've just allowed 
them to eat a bunch of 
dessert. It's just not going 
to happen." 

Kretschmer said she 
hopes the politicians will 
protect the state's water, 
but she's losing faith in 
their ability to put aside 
party differences. 

"This isn't just a Sara
toga issue or a dairy is
sue," Kretschmer said. 
"The whole state needs to 
have its water protected." 


