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Water studies need input from residents 
The U.S. Geological Survey and the University 

of Wisconsin-Extension and Wisconsin National 
History Survey have begun a study of the Little 
Plover River in Portage County to develop a com
puter modefing program to help guide protection of 
ground water throughout the state. Now 1he state 
Department of Natural Resources is beginning to 
collect information relating to ground water and 
surface waters in the Central Sands region: 

That's welcome news to residents in Portage 
County and elsewhere. 

The Central Sands, which the Little Plover River 
is part of, consists of deposits ·of _sand and gravel 
that were left by melting glaciers at the end of the 
last ice age, and those deposits form an aquifer 
that can store or transmit water underground. The 

sandy soils drain quickly,. so· stream flows and lake 
water levels are significantly influenced by ground 
water levels and use. 

The Central Sands are also the No. 1 user of 
ground water ii!_ Wisconsin, so ground water levels 
ebo and flow, depending on the amount of water 
withdrawn. The Little Plover River has a recent 
history of reduced flow during the summer when 
municipal and irrigation wells are in use. Long 
Lake in Waushara County has become a receding 
body of water that is nearly dry, and Two Lakes in 
the Almond area is 'down four or five feet. Stolten
berg Creek west of Nelsonville and northwest of 
Lake Emily went dry in the summer of 2012. 

Agricultural use of wells has grown immensely in 
recent decades, and account for the bulk of water 

pumped from the ground. Agricultural interests 
are concerned too, because drilling welis, purchas
ing "irrigation rigs and paying upkeep aren't cheap. 
They try to use water as sparingly as possible, but 
sufficient water can mean the difference between 
profit and loss. They also know they need that 
water for the future. 

While their use isn't as great, residents know they. 
need water to live and function, and their wells are 
usually shallower, making them the first to feel the 
pinch of a dwindling water supply. 

Hopefully, the two studies will help arrive at a 
solution on ground water amenable to all parties. 
However, the potential success depends <.~m all par
ties providing information for the studies. 

- Gene Kemmeter 


