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STEVENS POINT — Following my four decades of covering the environment, here is an honest observation: 
Scott Walker has by far the worst environmental record of all Wisconsin governors in that time. 

Some have been disappointing. Jim Doyle, for instance, promised not once, but twice, to make the secretary of 
the Department of Natural Resources appointed by the department's board to insulate the agency from politics. 
He failed to deliver. 

Tommy Thompson huffed and puffed about environmentalists but preserved the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
Fund and used it to permanently protect important natural resources. 

Others have come and gone with some pluses and minuses, but none has undertaken the kind of attacks on 
natural resources as the current governor. At a recent packed meeting here on the proposed Gogebic strip mine, 
one observer described Walker as an “environmental moron.” My preference is to call him and his cronies 
“radical extractivists,” people who plunder the environment for financial gain. 

The environment hasn’t risen to the top among campaign issues in this gubernatorial election, but make no 
mistake, another four years of a Scott Walker administration would be a disaster for Wisconsin’s natural 
resources. Our rich conservation history has been tossed under the bus by Walker. Actually, it’s been handed off 
to out-of-state corporate interests. 

Walker was squarely behind efforts to loosen environmental regulations for the Gogebic strip mine, which 
threatens precious land, water and air resources in northern Wisconsin. He allowed the company that owns the 
mining rights to write the new legislation. GTac, short for Gogebic Taconite, is owned by Florida-based mining 
interests that have logged thousands of environmental and safety violations. Promises of jobs and economic 
development with the mine are hollow. Mining is an extractive industry with a boom-and-bust cycle that sends 
bright, young people packing as soon as they are able. Frequently, unemployment rates in mining areas are 
higher than in otherwise comparable areas. And never mind that GTac contributed $700,000 to Walker’s 
campaign. 

Shortly after taking office, Walker invented a financial crisis and used it to swipe millions of dollars from the 
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund, which is used to help protect some of Wisconsin’s most precious natural 
resources. This fund has received strong bipartisan support for decades based on the knowledge that as our 
population grows, our children and grandchildren will need more, not less, protection of special places. And 
today we better understand the important economic services — such as water quality and flood control — these 
places provide. 

Walker cheers the frac sand mining boom in western Wisconsin and efforts to loosen local powers to regulate 
the mines, which are primarily owned by out-of-state interests. 

He has attended fundraisers hosted by wealthy potato and vegetable growers who want water-baron status to 
plunk high-capacity wells anywhere they’d like, regardless of their impacts on other citizens. Should he be re-
elected, guess where he’ll line up when the Legislature attempts to usurp efforts to consider impacts of high-
capacity wells on other wells. That, despite a recent ruling by an administrative law judge that said considering 
cumulative impacts is just common sense. 

Make no mistake about it: The Walker administration has turned over the control of our natural resources to 
those who see them only as booty. Until he took office, Wisconsin had a proud and mostly bipartisan 
environmental tradition. Now, we are a state run by radical extractivists. If Walker is re-elected, it will get much 
worse. 
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