
Stevens Point artist Ann Singsaas, left, and Riverfront Arts Center volunteer Gene Thorson set up "Chase Scene" by Jim 
Ramsdell, which will be on display during the Following the Flow exhibit at the Riverfront Arts Center. In the piece, a loon is 
chasing a small school of yellow perch through a section of sunken log. JAMIE JUNG/STEVENS POINT JOURNAL MEDIA 
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STEVENS POINT - "When artists join social move
ments, they become agitators in the best sense of the 
word, and their art becomes less about the individual 
and more about the common vision and aspirations of 
many. Their art challenges power and becomes part of a 
culture of resistance." 

This quote, from the book "A People's Art History of 
the United States," describes what Stevens Point artist 
Ann Singsaas and Riverfront Arts Center Director Nan
cy Thorson hope the new exhibit at the art gallery will 
~hQwcase for visitors. Following the Flow, which opens 
Friday and runs through June 1, is an exhibition of work 
by artists and poets reflecting on Wtsconsin's water and 
environment. 

The exhibit mixes artwork in a variety of mediums 
with scientific facts to highlight water issues. 

IF YOU GO 
What Opening reception 
for Following the Flow 
exhibit 
When: 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Friday 
Where: Riverfront Arts 1 

Center, 1200 Crosby Ave .. 
Stevens Point 
More info: Call 715-343-
6251 or go online to 
www.stevenspoint.com/rac 
or www.facebook.com/ 
RiverfrontArtsCenter 

"The whole purpose of 
the show is to create an 
awareness of water issues," 
Thorson said. "I know peo
ple are aware, but not this 
aware. There are some 
pretty shocking facts." 

Singsaas has been part of 
a group of six Wisconsin 
artists who have exhibited 
their work in art-and-sci
ence collaborations to high
light these issues since 
2009. Their artwork has 
been displayed at the Na
tional Science Foundation 
in Arlington, Va., several 

lake conferences and more. 
"If we just bad a display with rows and rows of scien

tific ·data, most people would just keep walking," Sing
saas said. "If you put something with that that's memo
rable, such as artwork, they will remember it. 

"You can look at it as an art exhibit, as an art-science 
collaboration, or you can j ust come for the informa
tion." 

Thorson also invited several local artists to submit 
artwork that was an interpretation of Wisconsin water 
issues that are close to their heart. 

"We'd like people to form an emotional connection to 
this issue," Singsaas said. 

To increase awareness of local water issues, the Riv
erfront Arts Center also will host a program on Satur
day. A conversation about water, led by some of the ex
hibiting artists, will begin at 1 p.m. The program will 
continue at 2:30 p.m. at the Little Plover River Park with 
a field trip hosted by Friends of the Little Plover River 
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Melanie Ariens' mixed-media installation "Shrine to the 
Great Lakes" was created in honor of the Great Lakes and 
fresh water. JAMIE JUNG/STEVENS POINT JOURNAL MEDIA 

and Trout Unlimited. Registration is not required and 
admission is free. 

This exhibit is dedicated to Geor ge and Jeanette 
Rogers. J eanette Rogers, who died April 22, was the 
first volunteer at the arts center. Her husband, George 
Rogers, who died in November, was passionate about 
environmental issues. His book, "Among the Leaves," 
will be sold during the exhibit. Proceeds from book 
sales will benefit the Environment Mission Fund at the 
Community Foundation of Central Wisconsin. 

"I really wanted to have a display where artists could 
speak their piece, and that included a science message 
as well," Thorson said. "Even if you don't realize it, you 
are going to take something away from this show." 

Jamie Jung can be reached at 715-345-2256. Find her on Twitter as 
@SPJJamielung. 


