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STEVENS POINT – Portage County's major water users need to work together to preserve groundwater before 
they create a real crisis, local leaders said Tuesday. 

County Executive Patty Dreier raised the issue during her annual State of the County address, characterizing the 
stewardship of groundwater as a top concern. Portage County used more groundwater than any other county in 
Wisconsin in 2011 and 2012, according to state Department of Natural Resources reports. 

"Water means everything to us," Dreier said. "We can't wait. The free-for-all on water has got to stop." 

Dreier didn't cite any specific businesses or individual major users, although Portage County is home to 
numerous high-capacity wells and large irrigation systems. She noted that the potato industry is one that relies 
heavily on groundwater. 

She said all sectors, including people and businesses, need to more thoughtfully manage their use of water. 
Everyone in the county has to work together, rather than fight over the resource. 

"It's time to lift our heads out of the sand and take some thoughtful actions that steward our groundwater 
resources instead of pitting water users against each other," Dreier said. 



County Board members applauded Dreier for taking on the issue, saying that it should be a priority for the 
county. 

"Groundwater is an important issue for Portage County," said County Board member Marion "Bud" Flood. "It 
impacts us all." 

Supervisor Don Butkowski said groundwater is the county's No. 1 resource, and all other natural and human 
resources depend on it. 

"It is time that the county looks at some kind of comprehensive plan ... as stewards of this resource," he said. 
"We're all in it together." 

Butkowski said the county could set an example for the rest of the state by coming up with a plan for all of the 
stakeholders for how to preserve its groundwater. 

"It might be time for the county to sit down with all the users, the major players, and see if we can't come up 
with some rules and regulations and set a precedent for our county that could be used throughout the state of 
Wisconsin," he said. 

"No one should ever go without clean water," he said. 

Dreier said all of the decisions county residents make about water affect the future of the resource. 

"Every water user is connected to every other water user," she said. "What we do today, what actions we choose 
to take now, will make all the difference tomorrow." 
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