
County executive calls for focus on ground water 
By SARAH McQUEEN 

Of The Gazette 
County Executive Patty Dreier gave her annual 

State of the County Address to the Portage 
County Board of Supervisors Tuesday, July 15, 
and focused her presentation on the need for 
ground water s~ewardship in Portage County. 
· Dreier sa id she plans to work with the Planning 

and Zoning Department and other departments 

to gather visions, ideas and action strategies 
that will take the county forward as stewards of 
ground water. 

Dreier also plans to hold listening sessions 
during the next six months focused on the topic 
of ground water to help gather more information. 

Dreier did not list any specific plans for deal
ing with ground water, only encouraged the 
board to make ground water stewardship a top 
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to steward it?" 
Portage County pumped more than 21 bil

lion gallons of water in 2011. That number 
increased to 3.5 billion gallons in 2012 during 
a dry year and dropped to approximately 27 

illion gallons in 2013. 
Bet ween 73 and 83 percent of the water 

drawn from our ground water each year is 
L~sed to irrigate crops which, in turn, helps to 
Juel Portage County's $6 billion agricultural 
economy. Dreier said. During the past three 
years, 8 to 13 percent of all water pumped in 
the county was pumped for municipal public 
water use. 

"'When we pump ground water at top rates 
or ov:r a million gallons a day out of high 
capacity wells located in the vicinity of our 
lakes and streams. we draw down water 
from those bodies like when we sip a drink 
through a straw." Dreier said. 

Dreier also spoke about the 4.5 homes in 
the town of Hull that have had to dig deeper 
wells since June of this year. Dreier said the 
wells only started experiencing problems 
after Wei I No. 11. a high-capacity well. went 
online. 

Dreier said the water belongs to everyone, 
growers, homeowners and those who live in 
the municipalities. and that it is up to every
one to do more to protect the water. 

"The choice is up to us, all of us," Dreier 
said. "Portage County, we can do this. There 
has never been a greater opportunity than 
now to step up and lead in an effort to safe
guard our future. Everything is connected 
to everything else. Every water user is con
nected to every other water user. What we do 
today, what actions we choose to take now 
will make alt the difference for tomorrow." 

The usual public seating at the meeting 
filled to the point where another room was 
opened, and the speech was live-streamed 
into a nearby room with more seating. Most 
of the audience members came to hear Drei
er's address. 

priority and said that the free for al I use of water 
has to stop. 

"The state of our county is directly related 10 
the State of our ground water for it is ground 
water that is at the center of our Jives,'' said 
Dreier. "If water is perhaps our greatest asset 
to Portage County, next to our human capital, I 
would suggest, then why is it that we do so little 
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