
Fight looms over 
proposed well 

Homeowners in Hull worried 
about water quality; 

licity campaign and plea to the DNR to reject the permit 
in the interest of public health. 

"The property owner has the right to use his own 
property, but not when it causes problems to the neigh
boring subdivisions," said Marilynn Kranig, whose 
property is adjacent to the proposed well location. farm owner says__ 

concerns are overblown 
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HULL - When Matt Johnson and his fam
ily moved to the town of Hull, he checked to 
ensure the water quality there was good 
and that he wouldn't have to worry about 
what his three young children would be 
drinking. 

Now, a local farmer's request to 
drill a new high-capacity well near 
Johnson's subdivisiop has resi
dents worried abou'-. their own 

Nick Somers said residents are overreacting to 
his application. He doesn't think residents in the 
neighborhoods understand bow the agricultural 
busines§ works, and for now, he said he doesn't 
intend to begin pumping water to irrigate his 
vegetable fields. 

"That could happen, but we don't have any 
plans to do that now," he said. 

Nick Somers also said the well would 
not pump constantly, as some residents 

seem to believe. 
"We irrigate maybe two months, 

and that's sporadically with differ
ent crops," be said. "I don't want 

people to get the wrong idea and 
make them think we're going to 
make their wells go dry." 

Matt 
Johnson 

health and ready to 
fight to preserve 
the quantity and 
quality of water 
collling from 
their wells. 

"It feels very 
unneighborly 
right now, and 
that bothers the 
heck out of me," 
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Another group of Hull resi
dents already blames the city 
of Stevens Point for drilling a 
high-capacity well adjacent 
to a neighborhood in which 
several homes had their 
wells run dry last summer. 
And this is in a county that 
was the No. 1 consumer of 
groundwater in the state 
from 2011 to 2012, according 
to the DNR, largely because 

Johnson said. me." go dry." 
Nick and Diane Somers of 

NICK SOMERS Plover River Farms applied in · 
December for a Department of 
Natural Resources permit to drill a 
high-capacity well for agricultural ir
rigation. The application seeks permis
sion to pump from 576,000 to as much as 
1,152,000 gallons of water from the aquifer 
every day. 

town of Hull 
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Plover River 

Johnson is among more than 40 fam
ilies living in the two subdivisions 
that are trying to fight the Plover 
River Farms plan with a pub-
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dents' wells. "They 
could go dry." 

Schmidt said resi
dents have another con
cern, too: farm chemi
cals that could run off of 
irrigated fields and 
drain into groundwater 
aquifers. 

"(The farm) can't af
ford not to put enough 
nutrients, fertilizers 
and pesticide on in order 
to guarantee a good 
crop," Schmidt said. 
"We don't want it to be 
done at somebody else's 
expense, which is what 
the potential is there." 

Schmidt said agricul
tural chemicals can be 
particularly harmful to 
young children, as they 
are in developmental 
stages and at risk for a 
variety of health issues, 
including spina bifida 
and metbemoglobine
mia, also known as blue 
baby syndrome. 

"I think they should 
be considering not only 
their own rights, but 
their responsibilities to 
their neighbors," 
Schmidt said. 

The application to 
build a new well adds to 
concerns about ground
water stewardship in 
the town of Hull after 
the city of Stevens Point 
put its biggest well in 
the town, with Hull 

Chairman John Hol
dridge saying it is dry
ing up residents' wells 
and requiring them to 
drill deeper. 

"I'd like to see less 
conflict, better plan
ning, more understand
ing," Holdridge said. 
"But I do not believe a 
high-capacity well 
should be next to a sub
division." 

Holdridge said he ex
pects to hold a public 
bearing on the matter so 
everyone can voice their 
concerns, although a 
date bas not yet been set. 

Residents were first 
alerted to the possibility 
of the well being drilled 
by County Board mem
ber Don Butkowski, who 
represents the area. 
Butkowski said he is not 
only concerned about 
this specific well, but 
about the fact that the 
permitting process is 
entirely at the state lev
el with no opportunity 
for Hull voices to be 
heard. 

"If it's a local munici
pality issue, or a county 
issue, we should be able 
to weigh in on the deci
sion whether a high-ca
pacity well is permitted 
for our area or not," be 
said. 

Larry Lynch, a hydro
geologist with the DNR, 
said there is no official 
step in the permitting 
process when munici
palities are asked for in
put, but they are always 

welcome to present 
credible scientific evi
dence about potential 
impacts of a new well. 

"They can do it, but 
there's no formal point 
in the process where we 
consult with municipal
ities," be said. 

Lynch said the DNR 
considers whether a 
proposed well could 
have adverse impacts on 
any body of water, in
cluding private wells, 
before approving an ap
plication. Most applica
tions the DNR receives 
are approved, but about 
one-third are condition
ally approved, requiring 
the well to be in a differ
ent location or with a 
limit on how much water 
it can pump. 

Butkowski said be 
hopes the application is 
ultimately denied or 
withdrawn, and be 
hopes the town of Hull 
and Plover River Farms 
can come to an agree
ment that suits every
one's needs, possibly 
!inding a different place 
in the town for the well. 

"We want to be a play
er," Butkowski said. "We 
want to sit down at the 
table with all of them 
and be a player and at 
least be able to share 
why this is not a good 
idea to have it in this par
ticular location." 

Sari can be reached at 
715-345-2257. Follow her on 
Twitter OSari_Lesk. 

so many vegetable farms ir
rigate during the summer. 

Although Plover River 
Farms bas sought permission 

only to install the well, Portage 
County water quality specialist 

Ray Schmidt said residents have 
reason to be concerned about another 

well's impact on an area that already bas 
seen its share of water problems. 

"That water bas to come from 
somewhere," Schmidt said of resi-
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